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PRIVATE ARCHITECTS: A 


CONSTRUCTIVE STEP 


A LEADING article a fortnight ago drew attention 

to the formation of an Emergency Committee of 
Practising Architects whose main purpose may, we 
think, be stated to be to secure a fair share of current 
architectural work for the architect in private practice. 
The fact that this Committee, though confined as to 
composition to members of the R.1.B.A., has not the 
backing of the Institute was commented upon at that 
time. Important though that be, as indicating a 
measure of dissension, however localised, in the archi- 
tectural ranks, the main point of interest is that the 
Committee’s formation may be regarded as a symptom 
of an illness that at present affects one important mem- 
ber of the body architectural. 

We stated in our article that the cure lay not in 
schism between the practising architects and their 
“ official” brethren, but in a better understanding of 
their respective points of view, and particularly in a 
collaboration between the two sides. In a letter pub- 
lished in our correspondence columns this week, Mr. 
Loweth, the Kent County Architect, endorses this 
contention and shows how this collaboration is practic- 
able and, indeed, necessary in the public interest. In so 
doing, Mr. Loweth lifts this important question from 
the welter of acrimonious and undignified argument to 
the plane of practical politics. 

_ As the head of the architectural department of an 
important county council with an extensive building 
programme, Mr. Loweth has put the case for employ- 
ing the private architect on a proportion of local 
government building schemes not on compassionate 
grounds but on the surer foundations of economy, 
efficiency and speed. There is hardly an architec- 
tural department of a local authority in the 
country which is not behind in its programme 
owing to shortage of staff. The truth of this, 
indeed, is shown by the advertisements by local 
authorities for technical staff which regularly 
appear week by week in the technical journals, thus 
showing that the authorities have more work on hand 
than they have staff to cope with. It is equally 
apparent, as our correspondent points out, that private 
architects have not enough work to do, and the solu- 
tion to the problem is surely obvious—that architec- 
tural departments of authorities should ask “private 
firms to collaborate in some of the work that is going 
forward. With a wide variety of construction, ranging 
from new schools and canteens to war-damaged build- 
ings needing reconstruction, there is an opportunity 
to offer work to all types of private architect. Kent 
County Council has acted in this matter to the extent 
of employing over thirty such firms to collaborate with 
the County Architect in its building programme. with’ 
signal success. A number of other County and Muni- 
cipal Architects follow the same course. 

Quite apart from the benefit to the authority in 
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variety of design and speed of execution, there is an 
advantage not previously mentioned, that of flexibility 
in the department itself. Inflated staffs suffer 
hardly if, as happened in the slumps between the wars, 
public building programmes should be curtailed by 
Government action or by economic forces, and there 
are many architects who still ruefully remember a time 
when London’s authority dispensed with the services 
of many hundreds of its temporary architectural staff _ 
within a few weeks. Such sudden contractions hardly 
affect the small permanent staff. 


To sum up, Architects to Government departments 
and county and municipal authorities now have it in 
their power to take an important step towards easing 
the present plight of the architect in private practice 
without cost and even with benefit to their authorities. 
There may be heads of departments who consider that 
their function is to build up large offices which shall 
produce the designs and supervise the work of the 
whole of the authority’s constructional programme. 
We know many, however, who accept the common- 
sense view that the job of the head of an authority’s 
architectural department is, simply stated, to carry out 
the programme of work entrusted to him expeditiously 
and economically, and in such a manner as to add to 
the amenity of his area. It does net matter at all 
whether the architects who plan these buildings are 
members of his staff or are architects in private prac- 
tice working in collaboration with him as the person 
in whom the ultimate responsibility for carrying out 
the programme is tyre The igen the satisfac- 
tory completion of the programme will always remain 
pal it Telouen in the hands of the head of the 


department. 
We trust that all such Architects and heads of archi- 


tectural departments will study Mr. Loweth’s factual 
statement and consider its application, where they have 
not already done so, to their own areas. It could, 
with great advantage, be considered by the County 
Architects’ Society and the newly formed City and 
Borough Architects’ Society. This principle of col- 
laboration on part of local authority programmes, if 
carried out on a wide scale, would strike a great blow 
for the cause of architecture which all architects should 


exist to serve. 


MORE A.B.T. INQUIRIES 


HE current issue of the Keystone, journal of the 

Association of = oe contains the 
information that “Two further questionnaires are 
being sent to other categories of our membership with 
the same end in view. No. 2 deals with housing and 
schools, and is going to members in Local Authorities 
and others who, according to our records, are con- 
cerned with these buildings. Questionnaire No. 3 
deals with industrial buildings and is being sent to 
members believed to be employed in this work.” 
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The “ end in view” is presumably the same as that 
for the first questionnaire addressed to employees of 
building firms, i.c., “ to build up a picture of the indus- 
try and from that to show constructive steps to improve 
its efficiency.” 

We have not seen these new questionnaires but, in 
view of the fact that the Association—despite objec- 
tions raised by some of its members and by this news- 
paper—continues to defend as proper its request to 
junior employees of building firms to disclose confiden- 
tial information of their employers’ businesses, we can 
only prima facie warn local authorities and architects 
who employ A.B.T. members to be on their guard 
against this_ secret 
information. 


BETTER HOUSING STANDARDS 


HE annual meeting of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers was notable for the 
taking of a decision which must have a permanent 
beneficial effect upon house-building in this country. 
It was no less than the amendment of the National 
Federation’s constitution to make registration under 
the National House-Builders Registration Council a 
condition of the membership of those who build houses 
for sale or retention. In effect, this means that the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders, into which 
all pre-war house-builders’ trade organisations had 
already been merged, now becomes the house-builders’ 
section of the National Federation. The full implica- 


tions of the decision are explained in an article on page © 


201 of this issue. 
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The formation in pre-war days of the National 
House-Builders Registration Council remains one of 
the greatest achievements of the building industry. By 
voluntarily devising and accepting: a code of building 
standards and controls to secure their enforcement, the 
house-builders inaugurated a relationship between 
house-builder and purchaser the like of which had 
never previously been seen. By this step the sinister 
phrase caveat emptor disappears from house-purchas- 
ing transactions where the builder is registered with 
the Council. 

It is possible that there are house-builders who still 
take the view that it is cheaper and less trouble to sub- 
mit their buildings to inspection by local authorities. 
No doubt this is so, but while the local authority is 
required to interpret the vague definition of “ habit- 
ability,” it is certain, when private enterprise building 
recommences on a large scale, that many houses will 
fall below a standard which is, in the public interest. 
necessary and desirable. A fee of three guineas does 
not seem a heavy price to pay for a certificate of good 
construction, if money were the only consideration. 
But the matter goes beyond that; too high a propor- 
tion of private enterprise housing between the wars 
fell below an absolute standard of construction, and it 
might well be that the Government, failing a volun- 
tary scheme conducted by a reputable body, would see 
to it in future that if the industry had not itself taken 
care of the maintenance of standards of house-building. 
the State would do the job itself. Whether considered 
from the view-point of the public good or hard business 
sense, the National Federation’s present step is both 
far-seeing and wise. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


John Gwynn and Westminster. 


PUBLICATION Of the report on the re- 
planning of Westminster, prepared by the 
City Engineer, Mr. J. Rawlinson, in con- 
sultation with Mr. W. R. Davidge, will 
probably send many students of town 
planning back to John G *s “ London 
and Westminster Improved,” published in 
1766. It is even conceivable that the 
authors of this report may have taken 
an interested glance at it, for some of 
Gwynn’s proposals were included in the 
L.C.C.’s County of London Plan of 1943. 
Gwynn was a man of great vision and 
imagination in the sphere of town plan- 
ning, and a good deal of the map of 
modern London bears witness to his 


genius. The Embankment, Parliament- 
square, Trafalgar-square, Waterloo 
Bridge, Haymarket, Victoria-street—all 


these improvements, and many others in 
Central London and the City carried out 
long after his time, are to be found in 
embryo in his book. 


New Society for Municipal Architects. 

_ THe City and Borough Architects’ 
Society was inaugurated at a meeting 
held at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on January 30. Mr. Leonard 
C. Howitt, B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., City 
Architect of Manchester, was elected 
chairman and a provisional committee 
was established. Particulars and details 
of the Society’s objects are given in a 
letter on page 200. 


In the Doldrums. 


It seems that at last the architectural 
profession has fully awakened to the 
danger of merely getting along as best it 
can until the promised golden age arrives. 
This awakening is none too soon, for 
architecture has been in the doldrums for 
almost ten years, which is a long time in 
an architect’s career. A recent article in 
the “Observer” points out that things 
have now really come to a head, with the 
possibility of some of the relatively few 
practising architects having'to close their 
offices. With this virtual cessation of 
private practice the Government and local 
authorities will become almost the only 
employers of architects, and with them 
will rest for the time being the future 
of architecture in England. Unless 
young architects can turn their talents 
to something more than minimum build- 
ing, the future will indeed be bleak. 
Much criticism has been levelled at the 
rise in popularity of emigration. An 
architect’s job is to design and build, and 
if he is not wanted in one country, to 
emigrate seems quite logical. In this way, 
young architects can gain ‘sound experi- 
ence of large-scale permanent building, 
and it may be that some scheme can with 
advantage be organised. 


A Great Critic. 


Mucu has and will be written about 
Sir Charles Reilly, whose recent death 
will be mourned by so many architects. 
His qualities as a teacher were beyond 
Praise, but to those who had not the 
fortune to come under his spell at Liver- 
pool it is as an architectural journalist 
that Sir Charles will be best remembered 
It was, we suspect, Sir Charles’s American 
adventure that had not a little to do with 
forming his trenchant style, for few 
American critics suffer from the doubtful 
virtue of pulling their punches (see Lewis 
Mumford’s articles in the “New Yorker”), 
and it was this energetic and incisive com- 
wen which placed him well to the fore- 
font of our architectural critics. If all 
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his writings were collected and published 
in book form they would certainly give 
the architectural world much to think 
about. His wit and style alone would 
probably make the book a best seller. 
Architectural criticism is a vital facet of 
the profession. In England it is not 
treated with the importance it merits, but 
Sir Charles, in his writing, stoutly upheld 
the flag of the independent critic. 


New Orleans in Technicolor. 


It was while paying a second visit to 
the Technicolor film “Louisiana Pur- 
chase” recently, that we managed occa- 
sionally to take our eyes off Bob Hope’s 
almost too mobile face and notice with 
what extraordinary skill the set designers 
do their job. The film, set in New 
Orleans, was lucky to have a particu- 
larly lush. architectural background to 
draw upon, and the designers certainly 
took their opportunities with both hands, 
and turned out designs which delighted 
the eye, and to which, we feel sure, no 
Beaux Arts type could possibly take ex- 
ception. The slightly flyblown French 
Baroque Hotel, with its charming court- 
yard and balconies, seemed just right, 
and at least two centuries old; to those 
who know the power of overstatement 
usually engendered by the use of Techni- 
color, this is obviously a major achieve- 
ment. 

We have long held the view that set 
designers for films are very capable and 
gifted people, and whether dealing with 
an East End slum (where it always rains 
on Sunday:) or with the machinations of 
French (New Orleans) Baroque, they put 
into their work an extraordinary amount 
of zest and artistry. One thing is cer- 
tain, a large amount of architectural 
talent has been expended on films even 
from their earliest days, and, granted an 
appreciative eye for design, a cinema- 
goer can find interest in even the most 
boring epic. , 


The A.A. “ Plan.” 

Ir is good to see the revitalised 
“Plan,” the iournal produced by students 
of the Architectural Association. The 
current issue provides some interesting 
articles, particularly the reprint of the 





PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
ARTICLES : 


EDITORIAL : Private Architects : A 
Constructive Step; More A.B.T. 
Inquiries; Better Housing Standards 185 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER PLAN. 


Page 


Reviewed by H. V. Lanchester “1 
WOOD CARVING. FOR NEW 

HOUSE OF COMMONS .. OY 
COMMUNITY CENTRES .. 1 
OBITUARY _.. a re at oe 
BUILDING FOR AGRICULTURE : 

A.A. Papers .. He ne er 199 
CORRESPONDENCE re ee 
BETTER HOUSING STANDARDS. 

By a Special Correspondent ver 
PLANNING DEVELOPMENTS IN 

SWEDEN .. ne a <<: ae 
PRICE BUILD-UP TO-DAY. By a 
NEW SYSTEM OF ROOF CON- 

STRUCTIO a ne .. 204 
REDEVELOPMENT OF CITY OF 

LONDON: Public Inquiry ja Se 
LAW REPORT ‘a ae ce ee 
IN PARLIAMENT _.. ia ne 
FUTURE CONSTRUCTION <a 
ILLUSTRATIONS : 

CHATHAM, FORT LUTON, 


SCHOOL... ee ‘i gee 
HOUSES FOR LIVERPOOL CITY 

COUNCIL. By Sir' Lancelot Keay 194 
HOUSE AT EDENBRIDGR, KENT. is6 


By T. E. Hi ee at i's 
CAPE TOWN FORESHORE PLAN 198 


187 


“ Sagittarius ” m, 
Satellite,” With its fierce satirical spot- 
light upon Stevenage. “Function and 
Arabesque,” by Mr. Michael Ventris, 
is an article on Scandinavian architecture, 
a subject for which the A.A. has always 
admitted a weakness (or strength), and 
the A.B.T. is upheld in a contribution 
by its President, Mr. K. J. Campbell. 
Also featured are the Westminster flats, 
with illustrations and explanations by the 
authors of the scheme, Mr. Powell and 
Mr. Moya. , 


Roman Fort Discovered Near Wroxeter. 


Air photographs taken by Dr. J. K. 
St. Joseph, of Cambridge University, 
while following the course of Watling- 
street in 1945, have led to the discovery 
of an important Roman fort half a mile 
south of Wroxeter. The information was 
given in a written report presented to the 
Shropshire Archeological Society. 

Crop markings in fields on the banks 
of the river Severn south of Wroxeter 
indicated the presence of a fort defended 
by iwo ditches. Last summer preliminary 
excavations were undertaken which led 
to confirmation of the existence of the 
fort. The ditches are 14 ft. wide and 
7 ft. deep. Finds of pottery in the ditch 
fillings suggested that the fort might have 
been constructed quite early in 
Roman conquest, about the middle of 
the first century. 

As this site may afford a good chance 
of learning something of the military 
history of the period it is likely that 
further excavations will be carried out. 


Design Weeks. 

DesiGN Weeks to be held in Cardiff 
(April 12 to 17), Manchester (June 21 to 
26) and Birmingham (October 11 to 16) 
will be organised by the Council of In- 
dustrial Design, in co-operation with the 
Federation of British Industries and the 
Association of Chambers of Commerce, 
and will be based upon experience pote 
from the first very successful ign 
Week held in Newcastle-upon-Tyne last 
July. 

An exhibition designed by Mr. James 
Gardner, O.B.E., R.D.1., M.S.LA., chief 
designer of the “ Britain Can Make It” 
Exhibition, will be an important feature 
of each of the Design Weeks, which 
will otherwise vary according to 
character of each industrial region and 
the plan put forward by a local organis- 
ing committve. The programmes*will in- 
clude a series of conferences between 
manufactures, retailers and industrial 
designers, the showing of special films. 
and possibly exhibitions of the work of 
student designers and of national organ- 
isations. Open forums will be held for 
architectural associations and for 
women’s and youth organisations. It is 
also possible that conferences will be 
held with the local authorities concerning 
the design of the consumer goods thev 
use in their housing programmes, and 
that shop-window display competitions 
will be arranged. Speakers of local and 
national fame will appear at these meet~- 


ings. It is hoped that Design — 
which are intended to emphasise the 
crucial importance of good design to 


British industry to-day, will be held in 
Bradford and other cities in 1949, 


Pian for Central Manchester. 

Tur Manchester Corporation Town 
Planning Committee decided on_Janu- 
ary 20 to recommend the City Council 
to approve in principle the revised plan- 
ning proposals for the central area of 
the city prepared by a special sub-com- 
mittee because of the deletion from the 
committee's tentative planning proposals 


“The Deserted 
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of the suggested Trinity railway station 

oject. Instead of following Black- 
Sar “street, as originally proposed, the 
new city central road will cover the 
River Irwell and join Cannon-street at 
its present junction with Corporation- 
street 


The committee will recommend the 
council fo agree to the reservation of 102 
acres for the develo nt of the Univer- 
sity and 77 acres for hospital develop- 
ment. It will also ask the council to 
apply to the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning for orders declaring 
two. additional war-damaged areas in- 
tended for industrial and commercial de- 
velopment as subject to compulsory 
purchase. 


Housing Experiment. 

A PLAN for converting three-bedroomed 
houses into two separate self-contained 
flats has been approved by Bradford Cor- 
poration Housing Committee. Recently, 
a majority of the 229 single persons 
occupying three-bedroomed houses on 
Corporation estates, who were approached 
by the committee, expressed their willing- 
ness to make way for families if alterna- 
tive accommodation was found for them. 

_As a result, six houses originally occu- 
pied by single persons are each to be 
converted, at a cost of £200 per flat, into 
two flats. Each flat will have a bedroom, 
living-room, kitchen, bathroom and 
separate entrance. The first two flats are 
expected to be ready for occupation 
within five months, and if the experiment 
is considered successful, the committee 
may considerably extend the scheme. 


Town Planning “ Appointed Day” Date. 

Mr. SILKIN, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, announces in a Parlia- 
mentary written reply that: the appointed 
day under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, will be July 1 next. The 
Secretary of State for Scotland and he 
have just made Orders to that effect. He 
adds that the Central Land Board is not 
yet in a position to deal with correspon- 
dence or inquiries. A public announce- 
ment will be made when the Board opens 
for business. 


R.A. Summer Exhibition. 


Tue days for receiving works for the 
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition 
which opens at Burlington House on 
Saturday, May 1, are as follows: Water- 
colours, pastels, miniatures, black-and- 
white drawings, colour prints, engravings 
and architectural drawings—Thursday, 
March 25; Oil paintings—Saturday, 
March 27 and Tuesday, March 30; Sculp- 
ture—Wednesday, March 31. The hours 
for the reception of works are 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., except Saturday, March 27, when 
the hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Labels and 


forms can be obtained (during the month P 


of March only) from the Academy. Appli- 
cations must be addressed to the Secre- 
tary, the Royal Academy of Arts, Picca- 
dilly, W.1, and accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Surveying Through the Centuries. 

_ A FEATURE in the current edition of the 
journal of the South-West Essex Tech- 
nical College and School of Art, Wal- 
thamstow, is of particular interest to sur- 
veyors. Mr. M. E. Bryant, M.A., has 
contributed an article on “Maps: the 
Historian and Craftsman,” in which he 
describes the events which led to the 
swift rise of skilled surveyors in the late 
sixteenth century, the Englishman’s early 
education in map-making, and the influ- 
ences that came to bear on the surveyor’s 
work during -the ensuing years. (An 
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exhibition of early maps will be held 
at the College in March.) 

Apart from an excellent collection of 
articles on music, literature and art, this 
journal contains details of an existing 
example of wind-péwer plus auxiliary 
steam, as seen in the old smock mill at 
Upminster, and an interesting news item 
relating to the discovery of pieces of 
second-century Roman-British pottery at 
a building site in South Woodford. 


R.1.B.A. Prizes, 1949. 

THE President of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects has invited Mr. 
Anthony M. Chitty, M.A., F.R.LB.A., 
to act as critic for the students’ com- 
petitions next year, and Mr. Chitty has 
accepted. 


School Plans Sent to America. 


THe Ministry of Education has 
despatched by air to America a selection 
of over 100 drawings, plans and photo- 
graphs of recent or contemplated school 
buildings. They will form part of an 
exhibition on School Planning and De- 
sign which is to be a feature of this 
year’s annual meeting of the American 
Association of’ School Administrators 
arranged for February 21 to 26, at At- 
lantic City. Other countries have been 
invited to make similar contributions to 
the exhibition. The British selection 
was made from exhibits at the recent 
Conference on School Planning and De- 
sign held at the R.I.B.A. 


Architecture and the British Council. 

A REPORT recently published by the 
British Council, 3, Hanover-street, Lon- 
don, sets out to describe the activities of 
the Council, both at home and overseas, 
during the past year. In an introduction 
which restates the Council’s general aim, 
the report maintains that Britain’s failure 
to explain her cultural achievements in 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, February 17. 

Tue Lonpon Society.—** The Conversion 
of Terrace Houses,” by Mr. Hugh Roberts, 
F.R.L.B.A., Royal Society of, Arts, 6, John 
Adam-st., W.C.2. 3 p.m. 

Tue HousinG Centre.—* Airoh Aluminium 
Houses,” by Mr. B. Boxall, B.Sc. 13, Suffolk- 
st., S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 


Wednesday, February 18. 

CuHuRCH OF St. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS.— 
Memorial Service for Sir Charles Reilly. Tra- 
falgar-sq. 12.30 p.m. 

OWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—*‘ The Effect of the Transfer of 
Powers,” by Mr. R. L. Reiss, 28, King-st. 
W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 


Thursday, February 19. 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.——‘‘Town Planning and the Press,” by 
Mr. R. M. Lester, 28, King-st.. W.C.2. 1.15 


.m. 
Tue INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS. 


—tInaugural meeting, White Bull Hotel, 
Blackburn. 7 p.m. 
Society OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.— 


** Mechanical Stability of Bitumen (Aggregate 
Mixtures),” by Dr. L. W. Nijbuer. Gas 
Industry House, 1, Grosvenor-place, S.W.1. 


6 p.m. 
Friday, February 20. 

CAMBRIDGE ASSOCIATION -OF BUILDING 
TRADES Emptoyers. Annual Dinner. Univer- 
sg Hotel, Cambridge. 6.45 ee. 

HE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
—* Corrosion of Heating Surfaces in Boiler 
Plants,” by J. R. Rylands, M.Sc., and J. R. 
Jenkinson, B.Met. Joint meeting with the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, at Storey’s 
Gate, St. James’s Park, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.— 
“ Capital Investment in 1948 and the Building 
Trade,” by Mr. Thomas Braddock, M.P., 
F.R.I.B.A. County Hall (fitst floor), West- 
minster. 5.45 p.m. 
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the past has led to wide misunderstand- - 
ing and cynical misrepresentation of her 
objects among other nations. It is be- 
lieved that the removal of the barrier of 
cultural isolation will induce in other 
countries a greater element of sympathy 
with Britain. 

Although architecture does not have a 
prominent position in this year-book, it 
is interesting to note that the Council 
was responsible for the showing of an 
architectural exhibition in Stockholm and 
Rotterdam. This exhibition, which illus- 
trated recent developments in town 
planning and _ included architectural 
models, assembled with the assistance of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
created such interest that an Anglo-Dutch 
Architects’ Conference was arranged to 
which three British architects were in- 
vited as lecturers. It was later shown in 
Copenhagen and Helsinki, and a similar 
exhibition went to Turkey. 


R.LB.A. Golfing Society. 

THE attention of members of the In- 
stitute is drawn to the fact that the 
Golfing Society has been revived and 
that four meetings will be held during 
the coming year within reasonable rail 
access of the centre of London, as well 
as fixtures with other societies. Will all 
those wishing to join apply to the Hon. 
Secretary. The annual subscription is 
10s 


The following officers have been 


elected for 1948: President, Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, R.A., P.-P. Committee: 
Messrs. John Grey (F.) (Captain), 


W. R. F. Fisher (F.), H. St. John Harri- 
son (F.), R. B. Selby (F.) (Hon. Trez- 
surer), and E. H. Firmin (A.) (Hon. 
Secretary), 111, Park-street, W.1. 


Manchester Students’ Congress. 

THe Annual Congress of the Architec- 
tural Students’ Association will be held 
at the Municipal School of Art, All 
Saints’, Manchester, from March 31 to 
April 5, under the auspices of the Uni- 
versity School of Architecture and the 
Municipal School of Art. The theme of 
this Congress will be “ Prefabrication and 
the Architect.” 


Horsley Inquiry. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning is to hold an inquiry in the 
near future to examine the suitability of 
East and West Horsley for development 
to accommodate overspill population 
from the Greater London, area. 
L.M.B.A. Past Presidents Retire. 

On their retirement from active busi- 
ness, Mr. H. C. Harland and Major 
Leslie Shingleton, both Past Presidents. 
have been elected honorary members of 
the London Master Builders’ Association. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. VERNON G. SmiTH, A.F.A.S., archi- 
tect, has resumed practice after war ser- 
vice at c/o Messrs. Chancellors and Co.. 
Sunningdale, Berks, and would appreciate 
the receipt of catalogues, price lists and 
general trade information. 

Mr. MORDECAI PEARLMAN, A.R.LB.A.. 
A.A.Dipl. (Hons.), has removed to new 
offices at 44, Catherine-place, S.W.1 (tel.: 
Victoria 4304-5), as from Monday last. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER ” OF 1848 
Saturday, February 12, 1848. 

WORKMEN AT THE HOUSES OF PARLIA- 
MENT.—There are at present 1,399 men 
engaged upon the works of the New Pal- 
ace, of which number 776 are employed 
at the building, 120 at the quarries, 335 
at the Government works at Thames- 
bank, upon the ioiner’s works and wood 
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carvings, and 168 on _ miscellaneous 
works, both at the byilding and else- 
where. The aggregate amount now ex- 
pended on the new Houses of Parlia- 
ment, inclusive of lands, houses, rents, 
etc., and razing as well as building, tem- 
porary erections as well as permanent, 
is £1,066,561: the original estimate in 
1837 was £707,104. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Village Planning Exhibition. 

THe Central Landowners’ Association 
have now announced that an exhibition 
of the designs submitted for their recent 
Village Planning Competition will be 
opened by H.R.H. the Duchess of 
Gloucester on ‘Friday, April 2, at the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
12, Great George-street, S.W.1. Admis- 
sion will be free, and the exhibition will 
remain open for a fortnight. The main 
exhibit will be a large-scale model of the 
first prize-winning scheme for the de- 
velopment of Godstone (Surrey). This 
scheme, which won a prize of £250, was 
prepared by Messrs. Godman and Kay, 
FF.R.I.B.A., of Horsham, in collaboration 
with R. H. James, A.R.L.C.S., A.M.T.P.L, 
and was illustrated in The Builder, De- 
cember 5, 1947. 


Architectural Competitions, 

ALL architects who take part in archi- 
tectural competitions are reminded by the 
Council of the R.I.B.A. that participa- 
tion in a cornpetition is a definite accept- 
ance of the principle that the award of 
the assessor is final and binding upon 
themselves as well as upon the pro- 
moters, and that any competitor who 
feels that he has real ground for dis- 
satisfaction with an assessor's award 
should communicate with the Secretary 
of the R.1.B.A. 

Further, all architects, whether com- 
petitors or otherwise, are reminded that 
discussion or correspondence in the 
public or professional Press which tends 
to criticism or disparagement of an 
assessor or award cannot alter the final 
and binding effect-of the award, but may 
prejudice architects and the whole com- 
petition system in the opinion of the 
tas and is, therefore, highly undesir- 
able. 
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CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


PLAN 
‘REVIEWED BY H. V. LANCHESTER, 
D.Litt, F.R.LB.A. 


THE Westminster City Council in 1936 

obtained a confidential report on its 
area from three eminent consultants, 
which would, but for the outbreak of 
war, have received detailed consideration. 
Subsequently other schemes were pub- 
lished for London as a whole, and of 
these the semi-official one of the L.C.C., 
prepared in 1943 by Mr. J. H. Forshaw 
and Professor Patrick Abercrombie, was 


‘naturally taken as a basis for the West- 


minster programme, which was placed in 
the hands of Mr. J. Rawlinson, M.Inst. 
C.E., the City Engineer, with Mr. W. R. 
Davidge, F.R.I.B.A., as consultant. 

The future of Westminster is regarded 
as of far more than local or metropolitan 
importance; the interests involved in- 
clude the Royal Palaces, National and 
Dominion Government buildings, Em- 
bassies, the Courts of Justice, the head- 

uarters of many of the leading societies, 
the National Art Galleries, as well as 
important residential, commercial and 
entertainment centres. These lie within 
a total area of about four square miles, 
and it is emphasised that the position of 
this area in the national economy de- 
mands the very best that architects and 
planners can _ produce. It already 
possesses many features that are recog- 
nised all the world over, and remodelling 
must take such forms as will preserve 
these and, where possible, enhance their 
effect in addition to the recognised objec- 
tives of the town planner in improvirg 
access and eliminating congestion. 

The measures of reconstruction con- 
sidered desirable vary very greatly in the 
sections into which the whole area is 
divided. The group north and east of the 
parks comprises Mayfair, St. James’s, 
Soho, Strand and Whitehall; to the 
south lie Millbank, Victoria, Belgravia 
and Pimlico; while westward there is a 
detached strip along Knightsbridge, 
which includes the Albert Hall. Soho 
and Pimlico are regarded as the more 
obsolescent districts justifying compre- 
hensive treatment, while the least is de- 
manded in Belgravia and the western 
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strip. Elsewhere important new street 
lines are laid out, street widenings are 


recommended, and attention 
has been given to street junctions and 
other points where there is a marked 
degree of traffic congestion. - 

tn general, while many of the im 
ment schemes appear logical a 


ove- 
well 


. devised, others would involve an expendi- 


ture disproportionate to result 
acnieved, and this last criticism applies 
more specifically to the revised treatment 
ol the important road junctions, some of 
which are also planned with a disregard 
to their architectural effect. This is more 
especially the case with the west end of 
Aldwych, where a square is formed, dis- 
torting the present crescent; Parliament- 
square, which ignores the demands of 
the Central Hall; Trafalgar-square, where 
the Nelson Monument would be more 
off the axis than it is at present; and Vic- 
toria Station, where the proposed elabor- 
ate plan would have a very confused 
effect. In this case the congestion 1s 
mainly caused by the present absurd 
arrangement of circulating the public 
service vehicles in one direction, and all 
the others, taxis, etc., in the opposite one. 
Were this corrected a greatly simplified 
scheme would suffice. 

The proposals to make more use of the 
parks to afford traffic routes may also be 
regarded as questionable. The removal 
of the steps at the Duke of York's 
column to give a direct connection be- 
tween Regent-street and Storey’s-gate is 
one of these. while another is the duplica- 
tion of Half Moon-street and its exten- 
sion across Green Park so as to connect 
Curzon-street with the Victoria Memorial 
circuit: this last would receive a road 
extending from Pall Mall westward. 
Park-lane would also be widened by 
taking in the marginal road in Hyde Park. 
It may be regarded as doubtful if the 
present traffic demands these additions, 
and thev might involve complications to 
the traffic in Piccadilly and Pall Mall. 

. There is more justification for a sub- 
way route to take direct traffic between 
Piccadilly and Knightsbridge which the 
levels facilitate and which was first pro- 
posed many years ago; a similar one 
where Grosvenor-road crosses 
approach to Vauxhall Bridge is also sug- 
gested, but this would be more difficult 
to devise, and it would be a question as 
to which route should be the lower and 
which the upper one. Reverting to, the 
Mayfair area, the duplication of Bond- 
street on the west is another old scheme 
revived; in this case the plan seems 
unnecessarily complicated, including a 
bridge over Bruton-street to allow for an 
east-west route from Park-lane to Charing 
Cross-road which would cross both Bond- ' 
street and Regent-street, involving traffic 
regulation or a roundabout in each case; 
the first of these is indicated but not the 
second. ; 

The removal of Charing Cross Station 
is contemplated. with the substitution of 
An underground circuit from London . 
Bridge serving Waterloo, Charing Cross 
and the Bank. No opinion is expressed 
as to the utility of a road bridge at 
Charing Cross, and it does not appear on 
the plan. Traffic conditions in the Strand 
would be alleviated by a parallel road 
from Aldwych on the line of Maiden- 
lane to the Westminster City Hall; a 
wide road on the line of Villiers-street is 
proposed to improve the access to the 
Embankment at this point. 

The removal of Covent Garden market 
is not visualised, probably because no 
other appropriate site lies within the 
Westminster city area, but the present 
extent of the operations of this market 
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is deplored, and it is suggested that 
these should be limited to an area 
bounded by Long Acre, Bow-street, 
Maiden-lane and Bedfordbury (all 
widened). This area would not be much 
more than half that which the present 
market business tends to occupy, but it 
could be better organised, and in justifica- 
tion we read as follows: “The present 
custom of bringing to the market fruit 
and vegetables sufficient for the needs of 
great masses of the population of Lon- 
don, the majority of whom live many 
miles away, must be wasteful and expen- 
sive. The County Plan recommends a 
scheme of decentralisation which would 
combine the advantages of a price-contro] 
mart with more convenient and economic 
distribution "—leaving “‘a limited unit to 
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serve the central area.” It must be 
obvious that the lack of rail communica- 
tions results in serious road congestion 
in the neighbourhood of the present 
market. A_ possible alternative pro- 
gramme now that the nationalisation of 
the railway system affords the opportu- 
nity for much remodelling would be to 
remove the market as a whole to St. 
Pancras Station and its neighbourhood, 
allotting the present Covent Garden area 
to the publishing trade. 

A great deal of attention is given in 
the report to the zoning for various pur- 
poses of the Westminster area, classified 
under numerous headings, but Covent 
Garden market, so long as it remains in 
its present location, would constitute a 
blot on the pattern of such an organisa- 
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tion. The long frontage to the Thames 
and the extensive area of the parks render 
admissible a higher density in a propor- 
tion of the Westminster area than would 
be desirable in most parts of London, 
though this should be accompanied by a 
close study of the road system and a 
better distribution of local open spaces 
The plans show many indications that 
these factors have been kept in mind. 


Architects’ Estates. 


THE late Mr. F. L. Pearson, architect, 
of Kensington, left £37,063. 

THE late Mr. ‘William George Ingram, 
F.R.1.B.A., of Harrogate, left £20,421. 

THe late Mr. . J. H. Somake, 
F.R.1L.B.A., of Staverton-road, Willesden 
Green, left £3,787. 


ING PUBLIC 
SPACE RETAINED 
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WESTMINSTER PLAN. Road Proposals and Open Spaces. 
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CARVED WOODWORK FOR NEW 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 


CRAFTSMANSHIP IN OAK 


THE woodwork for the interior decoration and furnish- 

ing of the Chamber of the new House of Commons is 
now being carved and fabricated at the North London work- 
shops of Messrs. J. L. Green and Vardy, Ltd. Over 12,000 ft. 
cube of finest English oak, from trees 300 years old, are 
being used. 

Most of the oak being used comes from Newport, Shrop- 
shire, where journeys of up to eighty miles are made in 
search of suitable timber. Trees growing in woods are 
preferred, as the trunks grow to a greater height and give 
longer boards than the low-branched oaks found in the 
open countryside. Oak has been chosen as pear and lime 
would not withstand the intricate carving of some of the 
details and would decay earlier. In the workshops there 
are superb oak timbers, 6 in. thick, 28 in. wide and 23 ft. 
long, beautifully figured and as dry as a bone. 

The seasoning of the wood has been carried out by an 
artificial method which is considered far superior to the 
normal practice. Mr. R. B. Vardy explained, during a recent 
Press visit to the workshops, that one of the main difficulties 
encountered in the past in seasoning beams of any size was 
in penetrating deeply enough to dry out the centre core. 
In cases where beams from old houses and buildings had 
been sawn through, it was frequently found that the heart 
of the beam was wet and rotten, while the well-seasoned 
outer “ case” had remained iron-hard. 

The new kiln-drying method has been perfected by the 
staff of the Forest Products Research Laboratory, Prinees 
Risborough, and is a much quicker process than the tradi- 
tional one. The wood is subjected to a “Turkish bath” 
treatment during which a damp, warm, humid atmosphere 
opens the pores of the wood and extracts the sap from the 
innermost parts. Gradually the kiln is made drier until the 
wood is perfectly hard and dry throughout. 

The seasoning is thus more thorough and complete than 

has formerly been possible, and the wood is more. suitable 
for purposes where its ability to withstand the ravages of 
time are of some consequence. 
_ It is intended to treat the finished woodwork with a sur- 
face application of a preparation containing sulphate of 
iron. This will give the wood a silver-grey colour which 
will be permanent. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., R.A., 
P.-P.R.1L.B.A., the architect for the new House of Commons, 
who is giving close attention to the progress with the wood- 
work and carving, and pays frequent visits to the works, 
explained that hitherto methods used for preserving the 
natural colour of oak have not been entirely satisfactory. 
His experience has been that after a comparatively short 
period it loses its natural freshness and darkens to an 
unattractive shade resembling that of yellow cheese. The 
spraying with sulphate of iron should remedy the matter. 

At Green and Vardy’s there are 35 hand-carvers and 60 
other woodworkers, including wood machinists, employed on 
the House of Commons job. Mr. Vardy calls the trade 
of his men cabinet jomery, a term which he claims to have 
introduced to Sir Giles. The men are trained initially as 
cabinet-makers, and thereby attain a higher degree of skill 
for this particular type of work than the average joiner. 

Some of the wood-carvers (there are not too many of 
them in these days) have returned from retirement to help 
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’ Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., R.A., inspecting the work. 


with so important a commission. They bring their own 
tools, which are virtually unobtainable to-day (except when 
an old craftsman dies and his kit is sold), and work side by 
side with young men in the early years of their apprentice- 
ship. The hand-carving is principally confined to the floral 
designs on the Gallery cresting and the heavy ceiling bosses. 
There are ninety of the latter, and the wood of some is of 
rock-like hardness. Working on such wood requires a 
frequent change of tools; for comparatively soft oak the 
carver uses a chisel sharpened to a long bevel, while on the 
harder wood a tool with a short, abrupt bevel is employed. 

The men have carried out work for Sir Giles for many 
years, and are proud to be associated with the House of 
Commons job. They have absorbed the live, virile spirit 
of Sir Giles’s designs—‘“ Scott-Gothic,” Mr. Vardy calls it— 
and tackle the work with a sure hand and true sympathy. 
Sir Giles provides a drawing of the designs, and a deal or 
plaster model is made on which minor adjustments are 
effected. This serves as a model for the wood-carvers. 

Several features in the carving are carried out by wood- 
machinists. The basic design is stencilled on pilasters, for 
instance, with stencil black, and machinists, using a French 
single-spindle cutter, work along the stencilled lines before 
passing the work on to the hand-carvers, who do the work 
that no machine can do. Hurdreds of cutters of different 
shapes and sizes are used by the wood-machinists. 

In the cabinet joinery shop the Press Gallery seating is 
being made. Bosses to carry microphones are fitted, one to 
every two seats, and the design of the seating is such that 
each journalist will be able to gain access to his seat with- 
out disturbing his colleagues. : % 

The timbers for the roof are also being prepared in the 
cabinet joinery shop. The heaviest beams will be built 
up with a core of aircraft grade silver spruce from America, 
with an outer jacket of English oak. 

Oak is not the only w being used in the new Chamber. 
Several foreign-kinds and representative timbers from the 
Dominions and Colonies, including Australian Black Bean 
for the Speaker’s Chair, will be used. The figuring and 
plain surfaces of these will provide an admirable foil to the 
serene beauty of the carved English oak. 
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TRADITIONAL THREE-STOREY TERRACE HOUSES, SPEKE, 
FOR LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL 





February 13 1948 





SIR LANCELOT KEAY, K.B.E., M.ARCH., P.R.I.B.A., City Architect and Director of Housing 
F. H. MORLEY, F.R.I.B.A., Chief Assistant Architect 


AT THE BUILDING EXHIBITION 
interest in high-density housing 
development was shown in the 
plans and models exhibited by the 
Ministry of Health. They were 
devised by the Ministry's archi- 
tects as an experiment for the 
guidance of local authorities con- 
cerned with urban development. 

An admirable example of tradi- 
tional three-storey terrace houses 
is found at Speke where the first 
of two hundred such houses are 
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being built under the direction of 
the City Architect and Director of 
Housing, Sir Lancelot Keay. 

These terraces wil] front open 
spaces or wide roads near the 
centre of the development flank- 
ing the area to be occupied by the 
more important buildings of the 
township. These and the higher 
buildings, such as flats and hostels, 
will mark the importance of the 
town centre, and contrast with more 
open development on the fringe. 
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Four blocks, comprising 30 of 
these houses, were commenced 
early in 1947. Each house is 
approximately 1,233 superficial feet 
in floor area, exclusive of out- 
buildings. The accommodation is: 

GROUND FLoor.—Entrance hall 
with space for pram; dining room, 
131 sq. ft.; kitchen, 117 sq. ft. 

First FLoor.—Sitting room, 182 
square feet in area, occupying the 
full width of the frontage; study or 
fourth bedroom, bathroom and w.c: 





SECOND FLOOR 
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SECOND FLoor.—Bedroom (1), 139 
square feet; bedroom (2), 114 square 
feet; bedroom (3), 76 square feet. 

OuTBUILDINGS.—Cycle and general 
store and w.c. 

Though the plans show a striking 
resemblance to those issued by the 
Ministry of Health they possess some 
advantages over them. The landings 
on both the first and second floors 
receive direct light from windows in an 
external wall, and the internal w.c. is 
separate from the bathroom, an es- 
sential in a house of this size and 
accommodation. It is also noted thai 
in measuring the frontage the dimen- 
sion of 19 ft. 14 in. is taken between 
the centre lines of, the party walls, 
whereas on the Ministry of Health 
drawings the net dimension between 
party walls is given as the frontage. 

The perspective sketch shows a 
group of these three-storey houses 
flanked with a pair of two-storey 
houses, whilst the photograph taken 
towards the end of last year indicates 
the stage of construction reached in 
the first groups to be built. The large 
living-room on the first floor—a fea- 
ture of the plan—may be strange to 
those unfamiliar with an arrange- 
ment found in many houses of the 
Regency period, but highly valued by 
those who have proved its advantages. 

Each of the houses will be provided 
with a garage built at an angle to the 
service road at the rear for conveni- 
ence of access. The exteriors of the 
houses are faced with red rustic bricks 
with cast-stone dressings sparingly 
used. The windows are double-hung 
wooden sashes, and the roofs are 
covered with double Roman tiles. 

The development at Speke is reach- 
ing a stage of great interest, in which 
dwellings and buildings of types not 
usually found in developments of local 
authorities are about to be erected. 
It is regretted that the difficulties of 
tc-day will slow down progress. 
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COMMUNITY CENTRES 


LECTURE TO INCORPORATED 
ARCHITECTS ° 


At a meeting of the Incorporated Asso- 

ciation of Architects and Surveyors, 
held at 75, Eaton-place, S.W.1, recently, 
Mr. A. N. Bristow, of the London Coun- 
cil of Social Service, lectured on Com- 
— Centres. Mr. W. C. Clark pre- 
sided. 


In. the days of the industrial revolution 
(he said) there had been no legislation 
to restrict the building of rows of 
small houses, which have since become 
slums, but to-day there was a great num- 
ber of State provisions to be worked out 
by architects. One of the most important 
was the provision to be made when plan- 
ning new districts. The Report of the 
New Towns Committee contained a para- 
graph: “It is not pdssible and, even if 
it were, it would not be wise to describe 
the social and cultural pattern of a new 
town. The interests, groupings and cul- 
tural activities of citizens must grow up 
themselves, and may differ between one 
town and another.” We must avoid put- 
ting down a stereotyped form of com- 
munity centre in every area. The first 
step should be to study the area, with 
the object of finding the desires and in- 
terests of those who lived or were to live 
in it. When planning a new estate we 
had to take into consideration the ratio 
of town halls, churches, meeting places, 
cinemas and so on in order to provide a 
proper balance between the various in- 
terests. This brought the question: When 
planning a new area, should we build the 
community centre at the same time as 
the houses, or should we erect the houses, 
leaving the site for the community centre 
vacant until a later date? The idealist 
might wish to provide a magnificent com- 
munity centre at the same time as the 
houses, but if ten thousand people were 
going to live’ in the neighboyrhood, was 
it possible to plan a suitable community 
centre without knowing the interests of 
the people who were to use it? The 
lecturer thought the wisest course was to 
leave the site vacant in the early stage 
and go out to find just what the people 


A Perspective View of a Typical Group of Traditional Three-storey Terrace Houses, Speke, for Liverpool C.C. 


needed to carry out their social, recrea- 
tional and educational activities. 

A survey had been made in Stepney 
to test the feelings of the voluntary 
organisations there on the subject of being 
grouped and sharing accommodation. 
Out of ten examples only four were will- 
ing to share accommodation. The London 
Council of Social Service considered that 
the best way of grouping organisations 
was through a community association in 
which every organisation had its own re- 
presentative. In London — there were 
160 such associations, but of these only 
40 had their own centres. The others met 
in schools, public-houses, town halls, etc. 
“ The chief thing,” said Mr. Bristow, “ is 
to find the interests of the people, pro- 
vide some existing building as a short- 
term policy and, later, as the result of 
experience, build the community centre 
that would be required.” Recently a sur- 
vey had been made on an L.C.C. estate 
of block dwellings to find the various in- 
terests yr pes there had. The survey 
covered 662 people. Of these 35 wanted 
football, 11 cricket, 67 darts, 30 physical 
training, five rambling, five cycli 19 
drama, eight gardening, 39 whist, two box- 
ing and one fishing. The two largest 
groups were 130 who wanted instruction 
in ballroom dancing, and 135 who wanted 
make-do-and-mend classes. The last- 
mentioned was something we had to con- 
sider now, but should we want it by the 
time it had become possible to build? 
It meant providing sewing-machines and 
other equipment. There were community 
centres that had been built before the 
war, but the war had brought about a 
new sense of community consciousness, 
and the “edges buildings were now much 
too small. 

The planner must take into considera- 
tion the new interests that were arising. 
One community centre had formed its 
own radio group. It had its own house 
with the radio transmitter and receiver 
on the roof. This association had also 
installed television. Would the planner 
have to cater for television? Would it 
take the place of the cinema, or must a 
dual hall be provided showing television 
pictures and a cinema screen? The Lon- 
don Council took the view that at the 
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present time a neighbourhood of from 
six to ten thousand people should have 
a hall seating about 500 people, where 
concerts could given and drama 
enacted, and where in the summer there 
might be flower shows. There should 
also be another room seating approxi- 
mately 150 people for rehearsals and 
other small gatherings. From six to 


eight committee rooms were needed. 
The London Council strongly re- 
commended a canteen where people 


could -get meals when coming from 
factory, office or shop. One existing com- 
munity centre not only provided a good 
canteen but also hot baths and a number 
of electric irons. Young ladies could 
bring their dance dresses and launder 
them. They were also provided with a 
makeup room. The community centre 
should contain a common room. For this 
the architect should have in mind the 
university common room and the modern 
bar. It should be a comfortable place 
and well lighted, where people could feel 
at home. Was a gymnasium needed? If 
the answer was “Yes,” it might be 
planned separately, or, if the demand was 
not great, there might be a hall-cum-gym- 
nasium with equipment to be used when 
physical training was going on. An office 
should be provided for the secretaries of 
the various organisations and in that office 
there should be a number of lockers 
where the secretaries could put books and 
other a There should be a 
separate office for the warden of the com- 
munity association. He wanted a place 
where he could do his work without being 
bothered by other organisations. One of 
the faults of existing centres was that you 
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found the warden and the secretaries of 
half a dozen organisations all trying to 
work in one office. 

Then again family life must be 
considered. At a recent meeting four 
religious leaders had given their blessing 
to community centres provided they did 
not interfere with family life. If there 
were separate centres for adults and 
youths and these were in different dis- 
tricts, family life would be broken up to 
some extent. But the youth club should 
not be on the second floor; it should have 
a separate wing with a separate entrance. 
Then, under the one roof all the family 
interests might be considered. Father 
might repair his boots while mother went 
to the make-do-and-mend class. Careful 
planning was needed to avoid friction 
between various groups: shoe repairing 
should not take place in a room imme- 
diately behind the stage where somebody 
was declaiming Shakespeare. At present 
it was not practicable to build; no ex- 
penditure over £500 would be allowed, 
but it was possible to reserve a site for 
future use. Grants-in-aid could come 
from three sources: i.e., under the Hous- 
ing Act, 1936; the Physical Training and 
Recreation Act, 1937, and the Education 
Act, 1944, 


Discussion. 


A discussion followed. In answer to 
one of the points raised, THE LECTURER 
said the site for the community centre 
should be chosen, and should be suffici- 
ently large whether there was need for a 
large centre or not. The London Council 
of Social Service rather advocated build- 
ing by stages. In the first stage a hall 
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might be built. From time to time this 
might be added to, not making an ugly 
building but every addition being part of 
a whole, so that when the building was 
completed it would make the ideal com- 
munity centre that the planners had in 
mind. ‘ 

Another point concerned the public- 
house. Mr. VAN Escu said the brewers 
proposed to do away with the old- 
fashioned “pub,” replacing it with a 
building containing a restaurant, to which 
access could be had without going 
through the bar.—THeE LECTURER replied 
that at a meeting at the Housing Centre 
the feeling, after hearing a representative 
of the brewers, had been that the public- 
house might be part of the central block 
of dwellings in a neighbourhood, but 
should not be in the community centre. 
The whole question of bars was debat 
able, and some local authorities refused 
to give grants-in-aid to community centres 
that had a bar. 

A very different point was raised by 
another member of the audience, who 
asked if the county college would be sited 
near the community centre. The reply 
to this was that one or two local authori- 
ties had already planned college-cum- 
community centres, planning in such a 
way that on occasion activities in one 
part of the building could be shut off. 
leaving the main hall to be used either 
by college or community centre as re- 
quired. So far it was all on paper, and 
he thought it would be difficult to manage 
such a dual-purpose building. He would 
recommend planning the county college 
and community centre back-to-back as 
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T. E. 


[HE REBUILDING OF THIS HOUSE WAS 
commenced on August 11, 1947, and 
the owner entered into occupation on 
December 15, 1947. This was 
achieved by co-operation between the 
contractors and specialist firms, and 
through the most willing assistance of 
the Engineer and Surveyor to the 
Sevenoaks R.D.C. and the Regional 
Technical Adviser to the War Damage 
Commission. 

The architect writes: “ Progress was 
retarded by the customary obstruc- 
tions from the planners and con- 
trollers with their blue-prints and 
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forms, and,I believe that at least four 
weeks might have been saved if we 
had enjoyed freedom from their atten- 
tions. A typical instance is the delay 
which followed the application to pur- 
chase timber. After wide inquiry I 
traced this to Whitehall, where a 
bureaucrat demanded a ‘typewritten 
copy of the Building Licence’ before 
he would authorise purchase. of the 
timber. It was alleged that, without 
such a copy of the licence, the Min- 
istry would have no evidence of the 
validity of the application. My sug- 
gestion that a telephone call to the 





Licensing Authority. would speedily 
substantiate my claim that I held a 
licence was summarily rejected, and 
my question as to how the authenticity 
of an official document could be veri- 
fied by receipt of an uncertified copy 
elicited the response that I must com- 
ply with the demand or do without.” 

The house has been rebuilt with 
variation of the original plan, and the 
external elevations redesigned. 

The quantity surveyor was Mr. 
S. W. Appleyard, F.R.1.C.S., and the 
builders Messrs. Payne and Wright, 
Chislehurst. 
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CAPE TOWN 
FORESHORE PLAN 


The cities are full of pride, 
Challenging each to each— 


This from her mountain side, 
That from her burdened beach 


wrote Kipling. Cape Town has both 
mountain side and burdened beach, and 
her legitimate pride in her distinction as 
one of the most romantically situated 
cities in the world is likely to be increased 
when her new city plan 1s put into effect. 
The opportunity for this new scheme 
has arisen as a result of the building by 
the South African Government of the 
great new Duncan Dock, in the course of 
which work an area of approximately 500 
acres of land was reclaimed from the 
Atlantic Ocean. 


In the three centuries since it was 
founded, Cape Town has completely out- 
grown the narrow confines between the 
sea on the one side and Table Mountain 
on the other, and acute congestion has 
resulted in the central city area. The re- 
claimed land thus provides room for 
much-needed expansion where it is most 
wanted. The responsibility for laying out 
this new part of Cape Town is shared by 
the South African Railways and the City 
Council, who, in 1945, appointed a Cape 
Town Foreshore Joint Technical Com- 
mittee, at whose instance a fine plan has’ 
been prepared jointly by Professor L. W. 
Thornton White, of the Department of 
Architecture, University of Cape Towff, 
the late Mr. E. Longstreth ompson, 
representing the South African Railways, 
and M. M. E. Beaudoin, acting for the 
City Council. The Committee has its 
own town planning office under the direc- 
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~ tion of Mr. Roy Kantorowich, B.Arch., 


A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.1. 

The new plan, which is of a formal 
character and ties in with new arterial 
roads planned for the old city, provides 
for a new railway station, a railway hotel, 
new business and commercial premises, 
warehouses, semi-public and civic build- 
ings, parks and open spaces, and harbour 
authority buildings. A model of the plan 
(a photograph of which is reproduced 
here) will be on view to the public at 
South Africa House, Trafalgar-square, 
for a period of fourteen days as from 
Monday last, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
and from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m., and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Architects and town planners should find 
it well worth a visit. Me Ge 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


PLtywoop. By Louis H. Meyer. (Lon- 
don: McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd.) 
Price 21s. 


MODERN’ BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, 
Vols. 1, 2 and 3. Edited by Richard 
Greenhalgh. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman 


and Sons, Ltd.) Price £5 set. 

THe House THAT Was’ No-one’s 
Arrairk. By E. M. Hatt. (London: 
Faber and Faber.) Price 6s. 

BuILpING ScIENCE J. By S. C. Gibbins, 
B.Sc. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 6s. 6d. 

History OF BuILpina. By F. C. Horst- 
mann. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 6s. 

CONCRETE WATERPROOFING. By L. E. 
Hunter. ‘London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 

ISOMETRIC DRAWING EXPLAINED.) By 
G. H. Pearson. (Manchester: Bentley 
Publishing Co.) Price 2s. net. 








February 13 1948 





OBITUARY 


Canon S., A. Alexander, C.M.G., U.V.0., 
M.A., Hon. A.R.LB.A. 


We regret to record the death of Canon 
Sidney Arthur Alexander, Canon and 
Treasurer of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Canon 
Alexander, who died in London on Febru- 
ary 4, in his 82nd year, was appointed 
Canon of St. Paul’s in 1909 and as Trea- 
surer it fell to him to make publicly 
known the immediate financial needs of 
the Cathedral when it became certain 
that nothing but the most drastic 
measures could save the structure from 
possibly instant ruin. In a comparatively 
short time the necessary money, about 4 
third of a million, was raised. Canon 
Alexander often lectured on Wren’s 
masterpiece. He was made an honorary 
A.R.LB.A. and a C.V.O. in 1930, and + 
C.M.G. in 1934. As a mark of apprecia- 
tion his portrait in oils was presented to 
him in 1944. On that occasion the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury paid tribute to 
Canon Alexander’s devoted work for the 
Cathedral. 


Sir Gwilym Gibbon, C.B., C.B.E. 

We regret to record the death on 
February 4, at the age of 73, of Sir Ioan 
Gwilym Gibbon, C.B., C.B.E. Appointed 
a higher division clerk in the Loca! 
Government Board in 1903, he remained 
in the service of that body and of its 
successor, the Ministry of Health, unti! 
his retirement in 1936. After the 1914- 
18 war he took an active part in the 
housing and town planning activities of 
the Ministry of Health and was for some 
ears head of the town planning division 
He published in 1937 “Problems 0! 
Town and Country Planning.” 
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BUILDING FOR AGRICULTURE 
FOUR. PAPERS AT ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


Four addresses on subjects relating to 
“ Building For Agriculture” were given 
-at a meeting of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, Bedford-square, W.C.1, on 
January 28. Following are extracts 
from the speakers’ remarks :— 

Dr. L. Dupitey STAMP, speaking on 
“The Agricultural Problem,” said: It 
may be that some of you feel that the 
answer to the problem of rural Britain 
is adequate rural housing. To a large 
extent | think that is true. Others, how- 
ever, would say that the answer lies in 
adequate concepts of rural planning. It 
might well be argued that the real answer 
is that which has been given in very 
large measure by the passing of the Agri- 
culture Act, 1947, whereby the farmers 
of this country have been put on their 
mettle by being given both guaranteed 
prices and guaranteed markets, and it 
may be said that, given those things, 
they can be trusted to solve the agri- 
cultural problem and a good many 
others as well. 

At present much of our work in the 
planning field is based on _ empirical 
assumptions and not on a real under- 
standing and appreciation of the facts. 
| shall devote the few minutes at my 
disposal, therefore, to suggesting one or 
two of the ways in which, in my opinion, 
we could exercise more thought. 

I want to choose the year 1866 as a 
starting point and to talk about the 
périod between 1866 and 1939. Shortly 
after 1866 this country began to feel 
the results of the repeal of the Corn 
Laws, and the flow into Britain of vast 
quantities of grain, feeding stuffs, raw 
materials, and so on. From a maximum 
of production under the plough in the 
early ‘seveniies, we saw a_ gradual 
change. We had a growth in the area 
of grass at the expense of ploughed land. 
As supplies of cheap food came into the 
country it was no longer economic to 
plough and cultivate the poorer land. 

In 1939 it is probable that agriculture 
was at a lower ebb than ever before in 
the history of this country. Many build- 
ings had become derelict and a great 
deal of capital which should have been 
laid out on drainage works, and so on, 
had not been expended. 

In the war years, without any real in- 
crease in the labour force. our agricul- 
tural production was very nearly 
doubled. The land of this country has 
emerged from the war in much better 
heart than’ it was previously, and I 
think that we can look on our farming 
community as a far more efficient pro- 
ducing force than it ever was before. 
We have also had introduced, and this 
's a matter which very’much affects you 
as architects, the most important concept 
of flexibility. 

There has been rural depopulation, but 
one element which seems to remain re- 
markably stable is the number of farms, 
the number of farmers, and the size of 
the farm units. The average size of the 
full time farm in. England and Wales 
is almost exactly one hundred acres of 
Crops and grass. There is little or no 
tendency for an increase in size. A 100- 
acre farm will support at any rate a 
farmer, and we can begin to link that 
up with a concept which I think is most 
important. What is the human -popula- 
tion which our rural land will support? 
How can we plan villa how can we 
Suggest the number of which we 
should build in the country, until we 
know the answer to that question? Yet 


we have not thought about it. We shall 
find, if we look at our demographic 
Statistics, that the 80 people per square 
mile, who include farmers, labourers and 
those who exist to service the farm, will 
never have amongst them enough 
children to support the smallest village 
school which the Ministry of Education 
will allow; in other words, you have to 
encourage other people to live in the 
country before you get an age composi- 
tion which will maintain the simple 
structure of rural primary education. 


Rural Planning. 

Miss JACQUELINE TYRWHITT said: 
The drift from the land goes on for 
three reasons. The first and foremost 
reason is wages; the second is the lack 
of employment for women; and the third 
is housing and amenities. 

Most people have come to the conclu- 
sion that a village cannot afford ¢co- 
nomically the things which architects 
and town planners think that it should 
have unless it has a population of about 
500. It depends entirely on what that 
village is and what it is doing. We can- 
not plan a village by itself; it is part of 
a coherent pattern. 

I am agains: the idea that people 
should not have to travel to work. You 
can, in fact, spread people out over a 
fairly wide area as long as you plan your 
amenities so that people can get to them. 

We want employment for women in 
the countryside and an enlargement of 
our villages. Let us revive our small 
country towns, and see that there is ex- 
cellent transport between them and the 
villages. We want small towns, pro- 
perly sited, all over the countryside in 
ordet to be able to provide proper ser- 
vices in the villages. 


Farm Buildings. 

Mr. GERHARD ROSENBERG said: I 
venture to say that the architect is 
still not entirely superfluous in the field 
of agricultural planning. Farmers are the 
most planning-minded clients that any- 
body could hope to have, but they do 
not want to be tied down to square feet 
or to any sort of policy. There is one 
argument, however, which the architect 
can use to the farmer to put him on the 
right road. Most farmers will agree that 
a certain head of livestock is necessary 
to maintain the land in good heart, and 
when you have got your farmer to admit 
that he will have gone a long way to- 
wards giving you the information you 
want about square feet and cubic feet of 
granary, and so on. If you want a very 
flexible plan, start from the point of 
view of soil fertility and head of live- 
stock, and then you will get an idea of 
what buildings will be useful to the 
farmer, and which will still be useful if 
the farm is sold to somebody else with 
different ideas. 

Are there other rules of thumb for a 
development plan? There is the idea of 
the ring road, so arranged that all the 
work can be done in one drive round 
with horse and cart or tractor and trailer, 
without having to back or turn. Another 
idea is to separate the clean parts and 
the dirty parts. In that way you will 
obviate a great deal of hard work, and 
hard work means hard cash. Then you 
have to consider a south-east aspect for 
animals and a north, north-east or east 
aspect for implements. You must also 
pay attention to the risk of fire and keep 
animals and cottages out of the path of 


supplied, and local building t 
used for panel infilling. is has 
very successful. Three or four unit 
have been worked out, and it 
probably be possible to reduce them te 
two and still solve most of the practical 
problems of our farm _ reconstruction 
programme. : 

With regard to the materials available. 
These are asbestos cement, reinforced 
concrete, mass concrete and the com- 
bination of those with local materials: 
we may have concrete trusses with pebble 
or flint or local stone infilling, and it 
looks very well from the appearance 
point of view. I am not frightened that 
architects may have to abandon farm 
buildings as being wholly utilitarian. 
without any aspirations towards architec- 
tural character, although the manufac- 
turers seemed to think so for a long time. 

Among new materials we have alu- 
minium and Perspex. Aluminium has. the 
quality of being maintenance-free and of 
reflecting the sun’s heat. It is very expen- 
sive, but I think that for such small build- 
ings as dairies ard milking sheds it would 
be very suitable. The prefabricated 
sheet made in asbestos cement, a corru- 
gated sheet with little holes to allow 
the building to breathe, is very well 
suited for use with aluminium. That 
type of thing cannot be used with steel, 
because of the danger of rust, but it 
can be done with aluminium. There is 
also corrugated Perspex sheeting, which 
has come to stay, but the cost of which 
will probably go up. Altogether, there 
is a lot of fun for an architect in using 
these new materials in what is for him a 
new field. 


Rural Housing. 

Mr. GEOrrREY CLARK said: I do not 
believe that the countryside is decaying. 
The small towns that I know are very 
vital, sapigpaee os in the south-west, 
which has probably been the least in- 
fluenced by the Industrial Revolution. 
The countryside definitely wants better 
housing. Much of the housing is 
abominable, though it varies in different 
districts. Before you can know the 
countryside and its problems you must 
survey it. In a typical dairy district in 
Dorset 75 per cent. of the existing houses 
are, or can be, brought up to date. The 
remaining 25 per cent. are divided 
equally between the houses which can be 
made habitable at considerable expense 
and the houses which must be de- 
molished. It is a district which has gone 
a long way towards providing the most 
important of the amenities which are 
necessary—good housing, piped water 
and a sewerage system. This district has 
taken the survey which has been made, 
and village by village it is going to sup- 
ply the new houses that are wanted. The 
council! are in process of supplying them: 
they have alreadv built about 300, and 
are going on building. 

The council are taking the place of 
the landowner, who loved his estate and 
constructed his buildings in a certain 
spirit, particularly before the industrial 
period, and I think that we are going 
to have simple village additions rather 
than council estates. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Private Architects and Official Building: 
A Constructive Step. 

To THe Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,——All architects who have the inter- 
ests of the profession at heart must have 
been perturbed to read in articles and 
correspondence in your columns of the 
friction which appears to be developing 
in certain quarters, arising from the re- 
cent decline in the work available for the 
private practitioners as compared with 
the large building programmes under the 
control of official architects. This, of 
course, is basically due to the national 
and political situation of the country at 
the present time. 

I feel certain that many will agree that 
this problem, a very real one, must be 
tackled immediately and not allowed to 
develop, as it could so easily do, into a 
state where the profession is divided 
get itself, with consequences inimical 
to all. 

In most technical journals one observes, 
week after week, many advertisements 
inserted by Government departments and 
local authorities inviting architects to 
apply for appointments on their staffs, 
thus inferring that they have more work 
on hand than their existing staffs can deal 
with. As it is equally apparent that pri- 
vate architects have not enough work to 
do, is not the solution obvious—that 
private architects should be employed in 
collaboration with the official architects 
on some of the work included in the 
building programmes of local authorities? 
Such programmes offer scope for all types 
of architects, as the architectural work 
of a large local authority embraces 
among other things such projects as new 
schools, standard canteens or kitchens, 
the rebuilding of war-damaged buildings, 
preparing measured drawings of large 
existing buildings, levelling and surveying 
of sites, etc. If such action were taken, 
it should cause no trepidation in the ranks 
of the official architects; it would help 
the private architects through a most diffi- 
cult period, and would go far to put an 
end to a situation which could so easily 
develop into a split in the ranks of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 


Apart from these aspects of the matter, 
however, the employment of private 
architects has the following advantages 
from the point of view of local authori- 
ties, particularly the large ones, many of 
whom are behind in their building pro- 
grammes owing to shortage of staff :— 


(a) The cost of advertising for staff 
and interviewing candidates would 
be saved; 

The delay (usually several months) 
between the date of issuing the ad- 
vertisement and the staff taking up 
their duties would be avoided; 


The difficulty of securing housing 
accommodation for staff (as so many 
authorities do at present) would not 
arise; 


A large number of projects could be 
dealt with simultaneously, thus 
enabling the tender stage to be 
reached more quickly; 

A greater variety in design would 
be secured; 

The authorities would have no re- 
dundant staff in the event of a sud- 
den curtailment of the building pro- 
gramme by the Government. 


May I say that the suggestion I have 
made is not a theoretical one, but is work- 
ing satisfactorily in Kent, where thirty- 
two architects in private practice are 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 
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working in collaboration with me in con- 

nection with buildings for my authority. 
Sipney LOWETH, 

Kent County Architect. 


City and Borough Architects’ Society. 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 

Sir,—The City and Borough Architects’ 
Society was inaugurated at a meeting held 
at the R.I.B.A. on January 30. A Provi- 
sional Committee was established and the 
following officers were elected: Chairman. 
Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, B-.Arch.. 
F.R.LB.A., City Architect of Manchester; 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. R. A. H. Livett. 
O.B.E., A.R.LB.A.. City Architect of 
Leeds; Secretary, Mr. Johnson Blackett. 
F.R.LB.A., Borough Architect of New- 
port, Mon; Assistant Secretary, Mr. Denis 


Maidstone. 


Winston, M.A., B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., 
Borough Architect of Southampton; 
Treasurer, Mr. George Kenyon, Dip. 


Arch., A.R.1.B.A., City Architect of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

The Society consists of whole-time 
chief officers designated as City or 
Borough Architects and whose _ pre- 
dominant duties are in either of those 
capacities. It will fulfil for municipal 
chief architects the functions already per- 
formed for their county colleagues by the 
County Architects’ Society with which it 
will co-operate on all matters of mutual 
concern. 

Its objects, which are similar to those 
of the County Architects’ Society, are as 
follow: (a) to discuss all architectural and 
allied matters affecting county borough 
councils and borough councils served by 
members of the Society; (b) to arrange 
for the collation of information and to 
provide a means whereby the knowledge 
and experience of its members can be 
made available to its own members and/ 
or their councils; (c) to promote discus- 
sion on professional, administrative, tech- 
nical and other matters of concern to the 
Society, and to afford help to members in 
their duties and problems. 

The Society will collaborate with the 
R.LB.A. to the maximum degree, and one 
of its aims is to extend the influence of 
the profession into important circles con- 
cerned with local government in which 
the interests of architects and architecture 
have hitherto been without representation. 


LeonarRD Howlrtt. 
Chairman. 
Town Hall, Manchester. 


The Position of Private Architects. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

Sm,—There have been many letters 
recently in the technical Press about the 
very precarious position of architects in 

rivate practice both to-day and in the 
uture. It seems strange to me that 
members of the architectural profession 
do not appear to be aware of what is 
going on right under their noses—namely, 
the nationalisation of the architectural 
profession. 

To any far-sighted person, this would 
appear to be the objective of the present 
Government. The fact that nationalisa- 
tion is being brought nearer and nearer, 
not by direct legislation but by a process 
of slow, merciless starvation and 
strangulation, makes it all the more diffi- 
cult to detect and resist the process and, 
further, this process ultimately produces 
such conditions among the members of 
the industry or profession to which it 
is applied that they are forced to accept 
nationalisation, against their will, as the 
only alternative to being blotted out. 

Under the excuse of financial strin- 
gency, the work of private architects has 
been largely blacked-out, and each and 
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every day brings us nearer the time when 
the only architectural work being done 
will be that of “ official architects ” (i... 
architects in Government and _ local 
government departments and _ those 
“ private architects” who are willing to 
work solely under the instruction of 
these departments). To think that ~ it 
cannot happen here” is merely to hide 
one’s head in the sand.. It can, and does, 
happen here, and a case in point is the 
British film industry, for whom the bell 
tolls as it approaches its death throes. 
To any observant person, it is obvious 
that the British film industry has’ been 
deliberately reduced to its present desper- 
ate condition by a sustained anti-Holly- 
wood policy, through Press and radio, 
over the: past two years, which culmi- 
nated in the disastrous film-tax on 
foreign films, which are, 
mostly American. ba 

This has resulted in the British public 
being denied the freedom of choice in 
their private entertainment, and also in 
producing such an acute shortage of films 
that our cinemas are faced with the 
prospect of having to close down. | 

Please let me make clear two things, 
before closing :— 

(a) I cast no reflections on official 
architects, so long as they occupy such 
positions with complete freedom of 
choice. Indeed, why should I? I am 

one myself. a 

(b) I quote the case of the British film 
industry merely to draw attention to 
the kind of thing that can, and does, 
happen here, and to the insidious pro- 
cess adopted. 

The signs and portents suggest that 
the members of the architectura! profes- 
sion need to be making up their minds. 
before it is too late, upon whether they 
wish to be Bevanised like their brothers 
in the medical profession. 

ALEXANDER FURNESS. 

53, Ormonde-terrace, N.W.8. 


The Reilly Prize Fund. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

Sir,—Sir Charles Reilly is no longer 
with us. He said, when he learned of the 
proposal to raise a Scholarship to com- 
memorate his life’s work at the Liverpool 
School of Architecture, that few men had 
been so honoured in our profession in 
their own time as he had been. We were 
glad indeed to know from him that 
nothing could have pleased him more in 
what so sadly proved to be his last days 
than the knowledge that this project was 
in process of realisation and that his old 
students and friends throughout the archi- 
tectural world were helping to found this 
scholarship to bear his name. 

Sir Charles’s death is a sad blow to us 
all and the Scholarship becomes unhappily 
a Memorial Scholarship. We ask those 
who have not yet sent their contributions 
to do so as soon as they can in order that 
the fund may be closed and the Scholar- 
ship initiated. We suggest that we should 
all make this our tribute to the memory 
of “ Prof.,” the great teacher, the lover o! 
the arts and himself the most lovable of 
men. 

A Memorial Service will be held at 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields on Wednesday. 
February 18, at 12.30 p.m. It is hoped 
that all old students and friends who are 
able will attend the service and the buffet 
lunch arranged with the restaurant of the 
near-by National Art Gallery. 

N. J. ASLAN (Chairman). 
WILLIAM CRABTREE, 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, 
(Hon. Sec. and Treasurer). 
DENIS. WINSTON. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 


of course, 
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The Standard of Measurement, 
4th Edition, 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—The 4th edition of the “ Standard 
Method of Measurement” has included 
one or two drastic changes which can- 
not be supported by practice, theory or 
finance. : : 

The quantity surveyor should prepare 
a document which can be easily and 
accurately priced. Some of the altera- 
tions admit of serious error. They can- 
not even be priced accurately. thers 
will “ throw out of gear” for some time 
the normal methods of price analysis. It 
it also quite beyond the pale of quantity 
surveying to exclude local custom and 
procedure. Why should the southern 
quantity surveyors be forced to adopt the 
practice of their northern colleagues, or, 
for that matter, why should the northern 
practitioners be forced to follow leading 
London quantity surveyors, when depart- 
ing from well-trodden paths? 

The fact that the standard unit of brick- 
work, the yard super one brick thick, is 
universally adopted in the northern areas 
does not prohibit southern firms from 
using the standard of the rod. No enter- 
prising quantity surveyor is_ foolish 
enough to cling on to past tradition at the 
expense of modern advancement, but if 
we are merely to change standards and 
units to suit the whims of a few or a 
particular locality, why do we not go 
even further and adopt the metric system 
and have done for ever with these 
primeval units of tribal origin? 

The ruling of the Standard Method that 
arches should be measured by the foot 
run is, of course, an impossible mode of 
measurement. No surveyor can accurately 
measure a flat gauged arch with skew 
backs in such a way, nor can an esti- 
mator possibly price it correctly. It must 
either be measured by the foot super or 
be enumerated. 


One of the most serious mistakes that 
the “ Standard Method of Measurement ” 
has made is the admission of plastered 
reveals being collated into two groups, 
(a) those which do not exceed 3 in. in 
width and (b) those exceeding 3 in. in 
width and not exceeding 6 in. in width. 
Had this been a superficial item, an 
accurate answer could have _ been 
obtained, but since they are to be 
measured by the foot run a very serious 
error is made in the calculation of cost. 
_ It has been the writer’s experience in 
items of this nature that the contractor 
always prices the unit to the full cost of 
the item. A plastered reveal stated to be 
hot exceeding 3 in. in width would be 
Priced-as a 3-in. reveal. Assuming that 
the price of plaster in narrow widths to 
reveals is a shilling per foot super, just 
jot down a few items of reveal, say, of 
| in., 2 in. and 3 in. widths and the price 
al pro rata rates. 


d. 
1,000 ft. run at 1d. 4 
500 ft. run at 2d. 4 
200 ft. 0 
. £10 16 8 
Now price this item at 3d. per foot 
run for a 3 in. reveal. The lineal quantity 
's 1,700 ft. This equals £21 5s. It shows 
a 100 per cent. error. Of course, other 
ratios of quantities may increase or 
diminish the error, but only when they 
are in the relationship of 3:2:1 can the 
answer be correct. 
. One just wonders what the legal posi- 
uon is in 1elation to such an error in 
cost. Could it be viewed as negligence? 
Could the client sue and recover such 
cost if it is “ negligence,” or would the 
evidence of the “Standard Method of 
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Measurement ” protect the surveyor from 
criticism in that respect? 

_It is rather surprising that such am- 
biguous clauses as Excavator 1 (h) should 
have escaped scrutiny :— 

“(h) Levelling or grading and ram- 
ming of bottoms shali be given separ- 
ately in yards superficial, except under 
beds, pavings and the like, given as super- 
ficial items, in which cases it may be 
described with the item.” 

REGINALD D. Woop. 

1, Ascot-parade, S.W.4. 


R.LB.A. Standard Form of Contract. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Sir,—I would thank Brigadier A. H. 
Killick, Secretary of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, for his reply in 
the issue. of The Builder of January 30 
to my letter published on January 16. I 
am sorry that my letter contained incor- 
rect statements regarding the present con- 
stitution of the National Joint Contracts 
Tribunal, but such information was given 
to me from what I regarded as an official 
source. 

Since Mr. Killick published his reply 
I have taken considerable trouble to 
verify the position, and now know that 
the quantity surveyors first became mem- 
bers of the Tribunal in the middle of 
1947, and that the Tribunal -itself was 
first established some time before 1931. 

_1 shall look forward to hearing the 
views of the Joint Contracts Tribunal on 
the points I raised in the letter which 
you published in your issue of January 16. 

BURDEN, 

Staines-road, Managing Director, 

Hounslow. R. B. Burden, Ltd. 


Concrete Houses. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—In The Builder of January 9, 
under the heading “ Notes on Concrete 
Houses,” your special correspondent dis- 
cusses the reasons why the concrete 
house has not played a bigger part in the 
housing programme, and gives three 
reasons, to which I append comments : — 

(1) That concrete houses cost as much 
as brick-built houses. Yn 1920-21 1 built 
concrete smallholders’ buildings by direct 
labour with 6-in. walls which cost about 
the same as brick buildings, but the 
whole of. the work was done by hand, 
and a considerable saving should be 
made to-day by the use of modern mix- 
ing machinery which every builder now 
has. There is no reason why the walls 
should not rise about 2 ft. per working 
day, which means that the whole of the 
walling and partitions for a _ cottage 
should be completed in a fortnight. 

(2) The ‘poor insulating properties of 
concrete. This objection can over- 
come to a large extent. Permanent in- 
ternal shuttering of 4 in. fibre board (¢.g., 
Celotex or Tentest) can be used for this 
purpose and will save a large proportion 
of the cost of plastering, even if the 
fibre board is finished with a setting coat 
of plaster. The outside walls can be 
cavity walls or could be built in two 
skins with a layer of fibre board between 
them; and the use of concrete with no 
fine aggregate might be a _ great 
advantage. 

(3) The inferior appearance of con- 


crete. This is probably the most serious 


objection to concrete houses. Using 
ordinary ballast aggregate, say, three of 
shingle to two of sand, a perfectly good 
face can be obtained from the shuttering 
without out-rendering, and when com- 
plete the wall should not require to be 
touched, except to be scrubbed down 
with a hard brush. But as is well known 
the appearance of concrete does not 
improve by weathering, but only gets 












dirty and more ugly. Colour-washing 
may overcome much of this trouble, but 
roughcast or tile-hanging is the only real 
cure. Tile-hanging would be far too 


costly, but roughcast should be quite 
reasonable. a 
Gravel a$ raised, if good and clean, 


is a perfectly satisfactory aggregate and 
will cost little if any more than one- 
third of the price of washed shingle and 


sand. 

Care and forethought is bs 
if houses are to be successfully 
concrete, as holes must be left for all 
service pipes and cables and for drains. 
etc.: cutting away is both expensive and 
very bad for the green concrete walls. 
Another difficulty may be the delivery of 
fittings, etc., which have to be built in. 
Window frames and door frames should 
be fixed as the walls are built, and it is 
essential that they should be on the job 
when they are wanted. : : 

It is very difficult, if not im 
to build a single house, or pair 
in concrete at an economic . 
three or four together should be built at 
a slightly cheaper rate than brick houses, 
saving bricks, which are in short supply. 
and skilled labour. 

D. A. FORSTER, : 

Maidstone. Chartered Architect. 


BETTER HOUSING 


STANDARDS 
A FAR-SIGHTED DECISION * 


SIGNIFICANT and far-sighted deci- 

sion was made by the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
at its Annual General Meeting when it 
was agreed to amend the constitution to 
make registration under the National 
House-Builders . Registration Council a 
condition cf the membership of those 
who build houses for sale or retention. 
This decision follows naturally upon the 
integration of the organisations of the 
building contractors and house- 
builders. The Federation of Registered 
House-Builders, into which all of the 
pre-war house-builders’ trade organisa- 
tions had already. been merged,. now be- 
comes the house-builders’ section of the 
N.F.B.T.E., and as the House-Builders; 
Federation had already accepted registra- 
tion under the N.H.B.R.C. as a condition 
of its membership it was natural that the 
N.F.B.T.E. should follow suit. 

There is a peculiar paradox about the 
words “ follow suit,” because it was actu- 
ally the N.F.B.T.E. which initiated the 
movement for ensuring improved housing 
standards which resulted in the estab- 
lishment eleven years ago of the National 
House-Builders Registration. Council. At 
the present time, when the empha in 
house-building is upon the building of 
houses for local authorities to let at sub- 
sidised rentais, the beliding tome Soe 
either by contract or by direct bour, 
there may be many engaged in the in- 
dustry whose ideas as to what the Regis~ 
tration Council is and does are procter 
vague and confused. We propose, there- 
fore, to recall the origin and explain the 
purpose of the scheme for ensuring 
improved housing standards operated by 
the N.H.B.R.C. 

Early in 1934 a demand was expressed 
by leading house-builders that considera- 
tion should be given to the means of 
preventing “ jerry-building.” A _ relatively 
few irresponsible firms were guilty of this 
practice, but their activities were laying 
the whole industry open to unfair criti- 
cism. Ways and means had to be devised 
by which a hall-mark could be put upon 
sound construction and withheld from all 
other. By thus giving the public authori- 


















































































































































































iste: eae ee 
SB AE Magy ie Neg tpeyet> 









202 


tative guidance as to the quality of 
houses offered for sale, purchasers would 
be protected from exploitation by pro- 
ducers of unsound houses, public confi- 
dence in the house-building industry 
would be restored and maintained, and 
reputable builders would be relieved from 
unfair competition. 

The outcome of the deliberations of 
that period was the establishment in 
Jannary, 1937, of the National House- 
Builders Registration Council. This 
Counci! is a non-profit making body, 
formed with the official approval of the 
Ministry of Health and constituted under 
licence of the Board of Trade. It is 
composed of official representatives of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 


veyors, the Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute, the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers, the Society of 


Medical Officers of Health, the Town 
Planning Institute, the Housing Improve- 
ment Association, the Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England, the 
County Councils Association, the Urban 
District Councils Association, the Rural 
District Councils Association, the Build- 
ing Societies Association, the National 
Federation of Owner-Occupiers and 
Owner-Residents Associations and vari- 
ous women’s organisations, together with 
employers and operatives in the industry. 
Observers from the Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of Works sit with the Coun- 
cil and assist its committees. 


It should be emphasised that the Regi- 
stration Council is a completely auto- 
nomous body independent of any outside 
control whatsoever, and that admission 
to the register is open to all bona-fide 
house-builders, whether members of any 
trade organisation or of no organisation 
at all. More recently the Council has 
received statutory recognition by an 
Order made by the Minister of Health 
with the consent of the Treasury under 
the Building Societies Act, 1939. The 
purpose of this Council is to issue certifi- 
cates of sound construction with a view 
to protecting purchasers of speculatively 
built houses. With this end in view the 
Council maintains a National Register 
of house-builders who have undertaken 
to build only such houses as conform to 
the standard prescribed by the Model 
Specification adopted by the Council, and 
to permit inspectors acting on behalf of 
the Council to come upon their sites at 
any reasonable time and to inspect their 
houses at all stages of construction. In 
ge each house is inspected at least 
five times. Upon receiving from these 
inspectors a report that a house has been 
satisfactorily constructed, the Council 
issues to the builder (for transfer to the 
purchaser) a certificate to that effect. In 
the short time during which this scheme 
was in operation and until house-building 
was suspended during the period of the 
war, the public readily came to appreci- 
ate the advantage of dealing only with 
builders who are in a position to produce 

certificates 

The specification has been carefully 
drawn up and is under constant review 
by an expert standing committee of the 
Council, including a number of practical 
and practising house-builders. It is in- 
tended to represent a minimum standard 
of sound construction for ordinary 
houses: from which it follows that obser- 
vance of the provisions of this Specifica- 
tion cannot substantially increase the 
Production costs of any builder previously 
doing good work. As a condition of the 
issue of a certificate it is required that 
the builder shall give to the purchaser of 
a house an undertaking to make good, 
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free of cost, any defects which-occur and 
are reported to him within a period of 
two years, arising out of non-compliance 
with the standard laid down in_ the 
Specification. In the event of a builder 
failing, from any cause, to carry out his 
obligations under such an undertaking 
the Registration Council itself indemnifies 
the owner against the cost of remedying 
the defects. 4 

The scheme aims at rendering a public 
service, and it has been necessary to be 
satisfied that its administration can be 
undertaken within a figure which will not 
add materially to the cost of house- 
building and so defeat its object by acting 
as a deterrent to the provision of houses. 
It has already been mentioned that the 
Specification has been drawn up in such 
a way that compliance with its terms will 
not increase the cost of production for 
the type of builder who already builds 
soundly. Experience has shown that the 
scheme can be administered upon the 
basis of the scale of charges given below, 
and it has already been well established 
that the value of the certificate far more 
than offsets these small charges. The 
costs to the builder are in respect of the 
registration of his firm and the certifica- 
tion of the houses he builds :— 
Registration of Building Firms or Com- 

panies: 

First year: 3 guineas per firm. 
Renewal: 1 guinea per annum. 


Certification of Houses Built: 


Houses below £1,000 selling price 
(including land), 24 guineas per house. 

Houses of £1,000 and over selling 
price (including land), 3 guineas per 
house. 

The advantages, guarantees and in- 
demnification of the scheme are available 
equally to local authorities and to pri- 
vate owners. By utilising the services of 
the Registration Council on houses built 
under the Ministry of Health Circular 
Letter 92/46, local authorities will be 
enabled to liberate their hard-pressed 
technical and administrative staffs to con- 
centrate upon the contract housing work 
with which those staffs are most familiar. 


HOUSE-BUILDERS 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


NATIONAL, FEDERATION 
SUPPORT 


AN important step forward in the move- 
ment for the registration of private enter- 
prise housebuilders and the inspection 
and certification of the houses they hope 
shortly to be allowed to build was taken 
when the Annual General Meeting of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, on January 29, passed by a 
large majority an amendment to the Con- 
stitution and Rules of the Federation 
which prevides that 

“Members who build houses for 
direct sale or letting shall apply to 
have their names entered upon the 

Register of the National House- 

Builders’ Registration Council.” 

There was a certain amount of opposi- 
tion to the proposal from representatives 
of one region, who, while approving the 
principles of the registration scheme, con- 
caaed that it would be unwise to enforce 
the obligation to register upon members, 
but the overwhelming majority of the 
delegates expressed by speech and vote 
their conviction that the proposal was a 
great move forward in the best interests 
of the private enterprise house-builder. 
It is hoped that this decision will serve as 
an additional argument in favour of the 
relaxation of the Minister of Health's 
ban on private house-building. 
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R.1.B.A. 
EXAMINATION RESULTS 


The Final Examination was held in London, 
Edinburgh and Belfast from December 3 to 12. Of 
the 176 candidates examined, 78 passed as follows :— 


Whole examination; Anderton, P. D. ' (Hull); 
Bell, D. W. (Belfast); *Bennett, P. H. P. (London); 
*Blockley, L. H. (Shelford); *Brown, D. H. (Eden 
Bridge); *Brown, W. N. (London); Browning, R. 
C. W. (London); *Buteux, H. E. (London); Carter, 
J. B. (London); *tCaulfield, R. F. F. (Solihull); 
*Chamberlin, P. H. G. (London); *Chandler, L. 
(Portsmouth); *Duckworth, R. B. (Manchester); 
Ellis, E. M. (Miss) (Morden) ;* Fender, B. G. (West- 
cliff-on-Sea); *Flinder, A. (London); *Frankish, 
G. D. (Hull); tGregory, T. W. (Wolverhampton); 
Grierson, C. (Oxford); Hains, E. P. (Exeter). 

*Hall, A. (Lanchester); Harvey, W. J. (London); 
Havers, N. (Cardiff); *Holden, G. F. (Preston); 
tHughes, E. C. C. (Shortlands); *Ingall, H. G. (Lei- 
cester); Jacob, C. H. (Dublin); Johnson, B. R. 
(London); Johnston, D. K. (Miss) (Cottingham); 
*Jolly, E. W. (Reigate); Kempton, C. W. (London); 
tLacey, K. L. J. (Norwich); Lavender, M. E. 
(Miss) (Sutton); *Leach, B. F. (Eastbourne); Lister, 
M. H. (Hull); Lovell, G. R. (Manchester). 

McDonald, A. (Bristol); MacGregor, P. A. 
(Miss) (London): Marston, S. B. (London); Martin, 
B. A. (Miss) (Shirley); Martin, H. H. (Dundee) ; 
tMather, J. L. (Cleveleys); *Milligan, S. G. V. 
(Coventry); tParr, B. M. (Miss) (Eccles); Pegrum, 
W. A. (Purley); *Pianca, R. A. (London); Rahalkar, 
B. N. (London); *Reed, K. W. C. (London); *Reid, 
H. M. (Glasgow); Robinson, D. J. (Birmingham); 
*Rumsby, G. W. E. (Bournemouth); *Rusted, J. F. 
(London). 

*Scott, K. M. (Hove); *Slipper, A. W. (Hinck- 

ith, J. E. (High Wycombe); *Soulsby, 
J. P. F. (Hull); *Stephens, H. P. (Worcester Park); 
Walker, B. G. (Newcastle-on-Tyne); *Wallace, T. H. 
(Kilwinning); *Ward, A. F. (Oxford); Woodbury, 
N. (Brighton); Woods, A. (Oxford); Worth, J. W. 
(Leicester); *t Young, H. A. (Sutton Coldfield). 

Part 1 only :—Blastland, W. C. (Maidstone); 
Blight, E. (Ivybridge); Bourne, E. M. (Reigate); 
Boyer, E. S. (Edgware); Cleverly, L. . (Ports- 
mouth); Goodchild, J. F. (Miss) (New Malden); 
Hughes, K. S. (Rainham); Jones, F. A. (Dublin); 
Masters, P: H. (Worcester Park); Measday, C. M. 
(London); Penfold, H. G. (Guildford); Vivian, 
J. V. J. (Bedford); Wisriiewski, W. M. P. (London). 


Part 2 only :—*t Martin, W. (Bournemouth). 


The Special Final Examination was held in Lon- 
don, Edinburgh and Belfast from December: 3 to 12. 
Of the 307 candidates examined, 113 passed, as 
follows :— 

Whole Examination :—Adams, B. C. (Southsea) ; 
Alford, F. C. (Paisley) ; Austin, E. H. W. (Stour- 
bridge) ; Bale, H. F. S. (Banstead) ; Barns, K. W. 
(London) ; Batho, L. W. (Oxhey); Bhogle, M. G. 
(London) ; Birch, J. S. (Lewes); Bird, K. J. 
; Boutell, L. J. (Harwich) ; Bowden, C. 
(Stockport) ; Boxall, R. A. (Salford) ; Brown, A. E. 
(Blaby) ; Brown, J. C. (Rugby) ; Castiglione, A. R. 
(E. Grinstead). 

Claridge, B. (London); Clarke, R. (Southport) ; 
Cleaver, G. R. (Birmingham) ; Collings, V. G. 
(Truro) ; Davies, K. L. (Derby) ; Davison, E. W. 
(Dublin) ; Elmers, J. H. (London) ; Fosbury, E. A. 
(Farnham) ; Foster, I. G. (Thornton Heath) ; Gid- 
dings, H. R. (Penarth) ; Goodey, W. (East Mole- 
sey) ; Graydon, R. W. (West Monkseaton) ; Griffin, 

. R. E. (Sutton) ; Gurling, R. P. H. (Taunton) ; 


, G. H. (Morden). 

ines, H. S. (London) ; Hames, J. C. M. (Lon- 
don) ; Harvey, A. E. (Oxford) ; Haworth, K. H. 
(Holcombe Brook) ; Hill, D. J. (Horndean) ; Hod- 
nett, A. E. (London) ; Holland, W. F. (Kingston 
Seymour) ; Hughes, H. G. (Belfast) ; Hutchinson, 
R. (Bristol) ; Jack, C. D. (Fairlie) ; Jones, F. E. 
(London) ; Kimm, C. F. (London) ; Kirkham, J. K. 
(Torquay) ; Lambourn, R. A. (Virginia Water) ; 


. F. H. (Edgware). 

Lawrence, S. G.(London; ; Little, J. M. D.(London) ; 
Low. G. (Ashford) ; Lovegrove, C. E. (Brighton) ; 
McRobbie, J. A. (Innellan) ; Main, T. B. (Airdrie) ; 
Marchant, G. W. (Bristol) ; Mew, L. (Taunton) ; 
Mitchell, M. T. (London) ; Mold, A. H. W. (Hayes) ; 


Overbury, T. (Jnr.) (Brimpsfield) ; Parry-Evans, D. 
(Birkenhead) ; Pickles, R. H. (Lightcliffe) ; Piercy. 
T. J. Birmi 


ngham). 

Pimm, A. S. B. (Solihull) ; Price, G. R. (Bletchley); 
Priestley, T. J. (Beverley) ; Quinn, K. J. (Dublin) ; 
Richardson, K. F. (London); Rider, L. S. (New 
Malden); Roberton, R. J. (Glasgow); Schofield, H. 
(Nottingham); Selley, F. A. M. (London) ; Silkstone, 
R. (London) ; Slade, C. K.(Choriey Wood) ; Spencer, 
G. H. (Croydon); Summers, R. E. (London); 
Suter, R. E. (Watford) ; Tancock, B. J. (London). 

Tapner, B. C. (Brighton); Tasker, R. R. J: 
(Chester); Taylor, N. (Wakefield) ; Underwood, S- 
(London); Van Raat, A. C. (London); Wall: 
J. S. (Dublin); Walles, R. (London); Wallis: 
J. R. E. (Gravesend) ; Whitehead, A. (Poulton-le- 
Fylde); Whiteley, F. L. (Blackpool); Whiting- 
T. C. (Bexhill) ; Wilkinson, N. R. (High Wycombe) - 
Williams, A. W. (London) ; Wood, R. A. (Croydon): 
Woollatt, J. G. (Nottingham); Wright, L. A 
(Stoke-on-Trent). 





* Subject to approval of Thesis. : 
+ Subject to approval of remaining Testimonies 


of Study. 
$ Distinction in Thesis. 
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Part 1 only—Attenborough, A. 
HE. (Felixstowe); Booth, J. R. (Leeds); Braine, 
D. J. (Solihull) ; Carpenter, R. D. (East Molesey) ; 
Crowe, M. (Dublin) ; Fenton, R. F. S. (Southend); 


— ; Bell, 


Freeman, G. E. (Norwich) ; Gibbs, S. J. (Twicken- 
ham); Higginbotham, H. W. (Newport); Keating, 
Pp. F. (Brighton). : 

Kemp, R. G. (London); Kolbuszowski, WwW. W. 
{London}: O'Connor, K. S. (Eastbourne): Packer, 
D. A. (Andover) ; Palmer, R. T. (Chipstead Valley) ; 
Polubiec, H. (London); Raiker, W. G. (Thorpe 
Bay): Ried, W. (Edinburgh); Taylor, H. (Edin- 
burgh); Ward, L. H. J. (London); Wilson, F. W. 
(Orpington). : 

Part 2 oaly—Devine, E. A. (Catterick). 

The following candidates have also passed the 
Special Final Examination.—Burgoine, P. F. 
(Coventry); Finlayson, W. E. (Paisley); Lawson, 
J. B. (Chichester); Rampton, T. L. (London) ; 
Sherret, D. (Glasgow). 

The Examination in Professional Practice was 
held in London and Edinburgh on December 9 and 
12. Of the 25 candidates examined, 23 passed and 
2 were relegated. The successful candidates are as 
follows :-— 

Allan, R.; Axtell, E. (Miss); Cousin, E. (Miss) ; 
Dempster, T. A. B.; Evans, D. C. (Miss); Ferrie, 
J.W.; Gray, J.; Hatton P. H.; Harvey, R. W.; 
Kirkwood, J.; Lobban, W. 

Lomax, J. P. ; Mackinnon, J. M. (Miss) ; Munnich 
K.; Pitman, S. (Miss); Rains, H. E.; Robertson, 
H. S.; Snanks, D. A.; Tavener, B. J. (Miss); 
Thomson, E.G. ; Thomson, R.G. ; Walker, D. E. ; 
Winter, O. M. D. (Miss). 


PLANNING DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN SWEDEN 


THE modern trends of planning de- 

velopments in Sweden were described 
by Mr. T. F. THomson, M.T.P.L., 
F.1.L.A., L.R.LB.A., when he addressed 
a meeting of the Town and Country 
ss eg Association recently. He 
Said: 

Planning technique in Sweden is still 
largely governed by legislative provisions 
which are an extenuation of the 1874 
laws. I was privileged to visit a number 
of official planning offices in Sweden. 
At Stockhelm, Gothenburg, Upsala and 
at Gavle the planning team is headed by 
an architect-planner. 

Arkitekt Ahron—former city planner 
of Stockholm—considers the minimum 
team an architect, an engineer and a 
statistician, but in Stockholm Arkitekt 
Sven Markelius has a staff of some 150 
technicians, excluding the traffic section, 
which deals with road design. In spite of 
the shortage in Sweden, as elsewhere, of 
suitable personnel, Markelius has 
gathered around him men of great plan- 
ning skill, and he showed me how the 
Particularly attractive schemes carried 
out in Stockholm have been achieved, 
and the reasons for policies which have 
been thrust upon them as technicians. 

In Sweden all planning schemes have 
to be worked out in great detail, and the 
Royal Board of Building has been 
charged with the special duty of guard- 
ing the priceless heritage of the finer 
Parts of the old cities, and they are most 
careful to see that new developments en- 
hance rather than detract from the older 
work. They are particularly concerned 
lest the scale of some of the new schemes 
now being promoted should become out 
of scale with the older parts of the cities. 
This is being carefully watched by those 
in authority, who are none too ha 
about some of the more recent experi- 
mental schemes. 

| asked Markelius, to whom Swedish 
architects now look for their inspiration. 
He said, without hesitation, from France 
—from le Corbusier. The same answer 
would undoubtedly have been given by 
Arkitekt William-Olsson, the City Planner 
of Gothenburg, who is a confirmed 
modernist of the same school. Corbusier’s 
influence has now strengthened through- 
out the world—in England possibly con- 
siderably less than elsewhere. 


_ In William-Olsson’s one was 


impressed by the efficiency of the road 
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planning section of the Department, 
which was under the direction of a most 
able engineer-planner. He had his road 
proposals worked out in the greatest de- 
tail and integrated with the town plan. 
Both at Gothenburg and at Gavle the 
technique of taking, and representing on 
paper, directional traffic censuses was 
highly developed. 


Housing. 

The high cost of rents in a constricted 
city like Stockholm caused a movement 
to develop from the hearts of the people 
themselves toward two different ideals. 
The first was the ideal of a country cot- 
tage of one’s own with “space to walk 
all round it.” The second was the ideal 
of the low cost flat with all modern con- 
veniences. In Sweden, on climatic and 
geological grounds, there is much to be 
said in favour of the second alternative, 
which does not apply in England. 

Up till now, therefore, the interpreta- 
tion of popular demand, whether real or 
not, has been for the one- to three-roomed 
flat with kitchen and bath in blocks 
arranged as “ point houses” or as orien- 
tated “lamella” or parallel blocks, or as 
“star” blocks. Lifts are usually provided 
in all blocks above three storeys in 
height. 

Daylighting and sunlighting require- 
ments of the City plan have determined 
the form of the blocks of apartment 
houses. The “lamella” or parallel 
formation has replaced the closed court, 
and these “ lamella ” blocks are orientated 
Me —- the maximum amount of sun- 
ight. 

Another form of high-blocks are the 
“point” houses, which are foursquare 
with central lift shaft. Kitchens have 
Stainless steel sinks, glass tiled walls, 
flush fittings. Garbage shafts dispose of 
refuse to incinerators, which, in some 
cases, act also as auxiliary central heat- 
ing and hot-water plant. — 

Mechanised laundries with electric 
washing machines and tank waggons are 
provided. Also hot-air drying-rooms 
which dry clothes in 15 minutes, and 
special ironing-rooms. They also have 
rug-beating rooms, where the rugs are 
whisked round ina container and the dust 
extracted by electrical suction fans. There 
are also central radio antenne. Child- 
ren’s nurseries with trained nurses are 
often also provided. The result of this 
domestic mechanisation and careful de- 
sign of blocks is that city back yards, with 
the rubbish bins and rug-beating, are 
transformed into incredibly tidy green 
lawns, blooming gardens and children’s 
playgrounds. 

There is also a parallel movement for 
the complete house ownership of “ small 
houses.” These are prefabricated in fac- 
tory-prepared units which are available 
to form by combination 14 different 
models from one to five rooms, bath and 
kitchen. The most popular is the three- 
room type with kitchen and bath. 

During the three months summer, one- 
seventh of the flat dwellers live largely in 
the country on the shores of the great 
lakes and travel daily to the city. A 
Royal Commission called the Vacation 
Committee has made a survey of the 
country’s resources in this respect. The 
first of these summer garden cities is at 
Arsta, 25 miles from Stockholm, or Arsta 
Havsbad (Arsta Sea Baths). ; 

On the beaches there are community 
bathing places, and also natural parks for 
people to roam in. There are also 
plotted areas for the erection of prefabri- 
cated summer houses of 11! different 
types. These are painted cheerful colours 
and set among pines and rocks. Shops, 
communal! buildings, petrol stations, ten- 
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nis courts and open-air dance platforms 
are also available as part of the com- 
bined service. 

In Stockholm and Gothenburg the 
policy of building tenement houses has 
been forced upon the —— by the geo- 
logical and geographical character of 
their sites and also by rtation and 
boundary difficulties, but desire of 
the bulk of families is.to own their own 
single-family house. 

Residential densities are often as high 
at 245-385 persons per acre. In Stock- 
holm (suburbs excepted) 57 per acre 
average. In suburbs 40 per acre aver- 
age. 
Ninety per cent. of the people in 
Stockho!m live in flats. Half the dwell- 
ings have not more than one room and 
kitchen, or two rooms without kitchen. 
Another quarter have two rooms and 
kitchen. 

These low standards arise from the 
aftermath of the terrific congestion 
caused by the rapid industrialisation of 
Sweden, roughly in the three t cities 
of Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmo. 

_The “ neighbourhood unit” is a plan- 
ning fetish in Sweden as in this country 
—but, as over here, it is much a paper 
fashion and has not been developec 
more fully than in other Eu n 
countries. An advance which has n 
made is the complete acceptance of the 
Corbusian theory of the interwoven and 
continuous park strip right through the 
neighbourhood unit. 

Schools in Sweden are designed as 
major architectural blocks, and are 
usually multi-storeyed (two or three) 
rather than the endless corridor and 
bungalow schools now officially fashion- 
able in this country. The climate has 
much to do with this, as heating must be 
efficient, and it is made so much easier 
with a multi-storey building. The build- 
ings themselves also need to be in scale 
with the three or more storey blocks of 
flats which predominate in the new resi- 
dential urban areas. The design of recent 
school buildings in Sweden, as also of 
such other civic buildings as town halls, 
is starkly realistic and functional as re- 
gards external appearance, but full of 
imaginative and skilful design internally. 


Some C 

The planning lessons of recent develop- 
ments in Sweden may be described, inter 
alia, as follows :— 

(1) The tremendous energy which is 

ut into the building of towns and neigh- 
urhoods by all classes and authorities. 

(2) The dominance of the architect- 

lanner in the present municipal 

ierarchy, which has been responsible for 
the more recent spectacular planning 
developments. 

(3) The recognition by the community 
—individually not very skilled gardeners 
—of the need for a comprehensive muni- 
cipal parks and garden service, staffed by 
highly qualified landscape architects, 
gardeners and other technicians. 

(4) An efficient municipal engineering 
service, which is capable of building all 
civil engineering works to high and eco- 
nomical standards of clean design. 

(5) The high standard of culture, of 
art appreciation and of social behaviour. 

(6) The cleanliness of the towns and 
the generous use of public and internal 
artificial lighting. ‘ 

(7) The value of the conservation of 
natural resources—the pine forests, the 
lakes and the lone pines—as a romantic 
and perpetually evergreen setting to what 
would otherwise appear very bleak and 
barrack-like buildings. 

(8) The high and civilised standard set 
in the development of the summer 
country residence technique. 
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PRICE BUILD-UP 


TO-DAY 
“ CAIN’S” ANSWERS TO. 
CORRESPONDENTS 


THE articles. on “Price Build-up To- 
day” which have been appearing in our 
columns in recent weeks (and of which 
the last article of the present series was 
published on January 30) have created 
a good deal of interest among our 
readers, many of whom have written in 
seeking further information or taking up 
points. Our contributor “Cain” now 
answers those correspondents who have 
raised points of general interest. 

E. D. KwnicHt, BricHton.—Correct. 

When ordering the material for hardcore, 
6 in. thick, consolidated, the quantity 
given in the Bills of Quantities should be 
brought to cubic yards and a consolida- 
tion allowance of from 15-30 per cent. 
added. 
SHEPHERD AND SON, Ltp., YorkK.—The 
word “active” should have been used 
when describing the life of a concrete 
mixer (The Builder, December 12, 1947). 
If the cost of maintenance is added to 
the build-up, surely the active life in- 
creases; the final answer would then be 
but a little more or less than that given. 
In the writer's opinion, transport is a 
separate item. 

“ SURVEYOR,” BIRMINGHAM.—A _ stan- 
dard method of measurement, standard 
localised prices for materials, standard 
wage rates, and now a standard method 
for building-up a price! Comment is 
reserved. 

If incentives have come to stay, then 
the analytical price build-up has also 
come to stay. It cannot be over-empha- 
sised that all incentive schemes must dove- 
tail in with the output basis used by the 
tenderer when building-up a price. 

“ YOUNG SURVEYOR,” INNER LONDON.— 
It is indeed regrettable that you and other 
young surveyors and estimators cannot 
obtain The Builder regularly. Most public 
libraries have a current copy on display: 
what happens to that copy at the end of 
the week would be your best line of 
inquiry. 

The tables showing what it costs the 
employer to employ labour were pub- 
lished in The Builder on December 28. 
Noting that your firm are engaged solely 
on renovations, it has been assumed that 
they also carry public liability insurance. 
The following table applies to carpenter 
and plumber at Inner London wage 


rates :—- 
ae tae * 
2,272 hours at 2s. 103d. ‘ ... 326 12 9 
Workman’s Compensation Insurance at 
30s. per cent. on wages... roy ics OO 
Public Liability Insurance at 5s. per cent. 
on wages bes ee ea whe 16 4 
Builder’s Federation Fees, at 5s. per cent. 
on wages ‘ue # $a wk 16 4 
Tool money at Is. per week for 50 weeks 2 10 0 


Employer's contribution for :— 








Nat. Health and 
Unemployment s. d. 
Insurance 2 10 per week 
Holiday with Pay 
Scheme io 
6 10 per week for 5! 
weeks A i7 8 6 
333. 2.2 
£353 1 2 
~ —- 37.3d. per hour. 
2,272 


The cost to the employer of employing 
a carpenter or plumber at Inner London 
wage rates is therefore 37.3d. per hour, 
an increase on the actual wage rate of 
just over 8 per cent. 
. J. R., Beprorp.—It is hoped in the 
near future to publish an article on scaf- 
folding, giving the labour constants for 
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erection and dismantling. It is the 
writer’s experience that for house build- 
ing it is the custom to include the cost 
of scaffolding in the rates for common 
brickwork and for the plasterer in the 
work to ceilings. 

Gypsum Mines, Ltp., the manufac- 
turers of Sirapite plaster, desire it to be 
known that they manufacture also a 
special plaster called Sirapite Board 
Finish, which they recommend for the 
setting coat on plasterboard. 

A MEMBER of the National Federation 
of Clay Industries, via the Federation, 
raises a question of interest to the build- 
ing industry, viz., “Is it cheaper to em- 
ploy facing bricks instead of common 
bricks plus rendering?” 

A true comparison could only be made 
by drawing up proper bills of quantities 
complete with details of the narrow 
widths and angles; however, in the 
absence of bills of quantities, the follow- 
ing is calculated on one yard super 
only :— 

Common Brickwork and Rendering 





s. d. 
44 in. common brickwork in 1 cement, 
I lime and 5 sand (The Builder, Jan.2) 9% 64 
Plain face rendering in two coats, in 
1 cement and 4 washed sand, the first 
coat scratched to form key, the second 
coat rubbed with a wood float. (Washed 
sand at 16s. yd. cube) na Ciiee ie 
13 33 
Face Bricks 
44 in. common brickwork as before. 9 6} 
Extra over common bricks for face brick- 
work in 1 cement,-1 lime and 5 sand, 
with face bricks at 156s. per 1,000 
(Based on The Builder, Jan. 2)... wees EE, 
i3 3 


Assuming that scaffolding is required 
for both items, the cost cancels out. It 
will be appreciated that the face brick- 
work will be pointed and the rendering 
treated with two coats of “ Snowcem ” 
or distemper; in the absence of a specifi- 
cation, it may be assumed that these two 
items cancel out. 

The answer to the question therefore 
is: Face brickwork, with face bricks cost- 
ing up to 156s. per 1,000, compares 
favourably with two-coat rendering on 
common brickwork. 


“ Cain ” thanks correspondents for their 
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encouraging and congratulatory letters 
and takes pleasure in informing the man) 
inquirers that discussions are taking place 
with the Editor as to the advisability of 
publishing the extracts in booklet form. 


NEW SYSTEM OF ROOF 


CONSTRUCTION 


A NEW roofing system has been de- 

signed which combines the precision 
and economy of works-prefabrication 
with the use of traditional coverings. 
The “Precision” system of roof con- 
struction is an apt description, and i: 
is claimed that its use effects econom) 
in time, handling and erection. 

The “ Precision” system makes use of 
a steel grillage to which natural or manu- 
factured slates or tiles are secured. 
Strength and accuracy of the grillage are 
ensured by electrically welding all inter 
sections, and protection against corrosion 
is achieved by securing the slates or tiles 
to the grillage with non-corrodible stain- 
less steel clips. 

The grillage or fabric is mass-pro- 
duced at the factory and delivered to the 
building site in large panels ready for 
erection. When the grillage is made the 
horizontal bars are set with accuracy to 
“u specified gauge, so that there is no 
danger of inaccurate fixing of the slates 
or tiles. The specially designed clips give 
rigidity and permanence. The steel gril- 
lage can be supported by steel, concrete 
or even timber purlins. If any under- 

rotection is n the roof can be insu- 
ated by means of building boards or felt, 
sechred to the underside of the grillage 
or to supporting battens. 

An additional advantage during the 
present timber shortage hes in the fact 
that it is possible to eliminate timber en- 
tirely from “ Precision” roofs, thereby 
releasing an equivalent quantity for other 
purposes. 

To employ the “ Precision” system to 
the best advantage it is recommended 
that its use should be envisaged by the 
architect from the beginning and incor- 
porated in the original design of the 
building. The manufacturers are Pre 
cision Roofs, Ltd., Sheffield (associated 
with, McCall and Co. (Sheffield), Ltd.). 





The “ Precision ” System of Roof Construction. (See this page.) 




















February 13 1948 


REDEVELOPMENT OF 
CITY OF LONDON 


PUBLIC INQUIRY CONTINUES 


Tue public inquiry into the application 
of the Corporation of the City of London 
for an Order under Section 1 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1944, de- 
claring six war-damaged areas in the City 
to be subject to compulsory . 
entered its third week on T y. 

Among further objections heard last 
week by Mr. K. S. Dodd, the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning Inspector 
conducting the inquiry, were those put 
forward by Mr. Michael Rowe, K.C., 
on behalf of William Cory and Son, Ltd., 
in respect of their buildings in Fenchurch- 


street. 

Sir Ralph Metcalfe, a director of the 
Company, said it would be impossible for 
them to find anything like suitable 
accommodation within the area in which 
their business, which had world-wide 
ramifications, must be carried on. 

Mr. Rowe urged that this was a case 
in which the property should be imme- 
Sueety excluded from the Declaratory 
Order. 

Replying to Mr. Harold B. Williams, 
K.C., who appeared for Nicholsons, Ltd., 
and Henry Jones and Co., both of St. 
Paul’s-churchyard, Professor Holford 
agreed that it was likely to be many 
years before the Corporation’s proposals 
for the treatment of the St. Paul’s new 
precincts could be achieved. While the 
Corporation would do all they could to 
re-site the concerns affected, he was not 
ay agg to say whether they could 
0 so. 

For the Tower Hill Improvement Trust, 
Mr. Roland Adams said that the Trust 
owned certain properties which had been 
bought for the purpose of demolishing 
the buildings and dedicating the cleared 
sites as an Open space in tuity. 

Professor Holford replied that so far 
as the intention of the Plan was con- 
cerned, there would seem to be no useful 
purpose in bringing the land under the 
threat of compulsory purchase. The 
work on which Trusts of this kind were 
engaged would receive the sympathetic 
consideration of the Corporation. 

Mr. Derek Walker-Smith appeared for 
the Clothworkers’ Company, the Fish- 
mongers’ Company and other objectors. 

He called Major Walter Frank Pothe- 
cary, Solicitor to the Clothworkers’ Com- 
pany, who said they desired to rebuild 
their Hall and redevelop the surrounding 
area bounded by Fenchurch-street, Mark- 
lane, Mincing-lane and Gt. Tower-street, 
in collaboration with adjoining owners. 

The Company claimed they were 
capable of developing the Fenchurch- 
Street site on sound lines and in accord- 
ance with prescribed principles without 
the necessity for designation. 

Mr. Derek Walker-Smith also dealt 
with the Lime-street-—Billiter-street area, 
which had previously been mentioned by 
Mr. G. D. Squibb on behalf of the Gov- 
ernors of Bethlem Hospital, who, with 
the Fishmongers’ Company and Cloth- 
workers’ Company, have taken part in 
consultations and agreements in regard to 


discussions in 1946 he had 

drawings showing how the area cou 

redeveloped by parties concerned. He 

agreed that they were willing and anxious 

bisproceed along the lines indicated by 
Se 


Mr. Walker-Smith : As a result of this 
Co-operation, the Companies undoubtedly 
formed the view that they would be 


© joint devel t of the area. 
_Professor Holford said that ‘repared 
be 
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allowed to proceed in accordance with 
those plans, and that you would recom- 
mend the exclusion of this area from the 
Declaratory Area? 

Professor Holford: Which, in fact, is 
what we did. 

Mr. Walker-Smith said that in a docu- 
ment setting out the reasons for the 
differences between the consultants’ pro- 
posals and the final application it was 
stated: “The Corporation, having no 
official application before them to ap- 
abr a joint scheme for redevelopment, 

d no alternative but to include the area 
until such time as they are satisfied that 
its development was proceeding in con- 
formity with the agreed proposals.” 

Further questioned, Professor Holford 
said that he was not aware that at a 
meeting in November, 1947, it had been 
stated on behalf of the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning that there would 
be special cases, and that there was no 
objection to owners combining to carry 
out approved redevelopment whilst them- 
selves retaining the freehold. He con- 
ceded that if there were such cases en- 
visaged the present would be one of them. 

r. Walker-Smith also objected on be- 
half of the Fishmongers’ Company in 
respect of properties in Upper Thames- 
street, Swan-lane and Old Swan-walk. 

Asked whether, if the Company were 
able to undertake the redevelopment for 
that block, or so much of it as was left 
after the widening of Swan-lane, there 
wotld be any practical value in its de- 
signation or acquisition, Professor Hol- 
ford said: “I can only say that it would 
be a question of discussion between your 
clients and the Corporation, who obvi- 
ously wish to retain the power to see that 
the development is carried out if for any 
reason your clients do not bring it to 


In his address to the Inspector, Mr. 
Walker-Smith, dealing with the Lime- 
street—Billiter-street case, said that if the 
Corporation insisted on including the area 
within the Declaratory Order, or the 
Minister saw fit to do so, the ridiculous 
situation would arise in which a compre- 
hensive scheme of redevelopment was 
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tion said “We are waiting for a firm 
application.” But the other parties were 
bound to say, “We are ented from 


going further gee Pig = inclusion of 


s pai 
Area.” a eapaneted Ses ie tees hee 


made out. 

A ing for Hitchcock, Williams and 
Co., of St. Paul's Churchyard, Mr. W. R. 
Rees-Davies said that the only property 
in respect of which they were objecting 


senior partner in Messrs. Searle 
Searle, of Warwick-square, E.C.4, said 
that having considered what 


posals in this area, and having discussed 
the matter with Dr. C. H, Holden, he 
had himself. worked out a plan for the 
island site. 

He had discussed with Dr. Holden a 
proposal for Hitchcock, Williams and Co., 
themselves erecting a building on the 
pro area. 

r. Rees-Davies: The proposal is that 
Hitchcock Williams should erect this 
building, but in consultation with and 
in deference to the proposals of the joint 
consultants ?—Yes. 

Sir Walter Monckton said that at this 
stage it was premature to try to settle 
areas and plans, but nothing that was 
done about the Declaratory Order would 
prevent at a later stage a profitable con- 
tinuance of the discussions, which it 
would be idle to continue now. He 
trusted the talks would go on to 
fruition. 

The inquiry concludes this week. 


IMPROVING PLUMBING 
CONSTRUCTION 


A PAPER summarising the results of an 
investigation on the wider use of work- 
— preparation of plumbing work was 
read by Mr. H. C. Harris, of the 
Technical Information Service, at the 
January Sessional meeting of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute. 

Mr. Harris prefaced his remarks by 
stating that by “off-site preparation” is 
meant the preparation by the plumber of 
assembled units of plumbing work within 
a workshop (preferably on the building 
site), for speedy erection within the 
house. The term did not refer to factory- 
made “ prefabricated ” plumbing units. _ 

A three-bedroomed house of tradi- 
tional construction was used _ for 
the investigation, and while consideration 
was given to pipe routes to provide 
technically efficient installation, no 
attempt was made to modify the house 


plan. 
As a result of the investigations, the 
d recommended was that the 
plumbing should be laid out in detail on 
the drawing board, and agreed with the 
building contractor. The elements of the 
system to be erected in the workshop 
could then be worked out, bearing in 
mind the method of fixing. Accurate 
estimates of labour requirements could 
be made, and plumbing work could be 
synchronised with the progress of other 
construction work. 
The greatest saving was in the time 
t in the house. is showed a reduc- 
tion of 50 cent. of the time spent 
using no L 
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QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S 
FEES 


COUNTY COURT CASE 


A suggestion that a surveyor had com- 
mitted a breach of professional etiquette 
by sending an estimate of the cost of war 
damage irs to a builder was made 
at Bow unty Court recently, when 
George Fuller, quantity surveyor, of 17, 
Westbury-avenue, Wood Green, claimed 
£32 4s. for fees due from John Thomas 
Jones, grocer, of 45, Cumberland-road, 
Plaistow, for work done in July, 1945. 

Mr. Fuller, who said he had been in 
practice for 20 years, said Mr. Jones 
asked him to make a physical survey of 
the war damage, prepare a specification 
and an approximate estimate of the cost 
of the work. Mr. Jones had agreed that 
he should receive fees at the rate of 5 

r cent. of the cost, but when he sent 
in his bill Mr. Jones refused to pay. 
There was no contract that he should get 
the building licences or supervise the 
work, 

Defendant’s case was that he engaged 
plaintiff to prepare a specification, to 
supervise the builder in the carrying out 
of the repairs, to check the accounts and 
agree the amount of the claim with the 
War Damage Commission; and that, be- 
cause plaintiff had failed to do the last 
three things, there was a breach of con- 
tract, and all that plaintiff was entitled 
to was a fee of four guineas for prepar- 
ing the specification. fendant counter- 
claimed for £41 7s. 3d. which was dis- 
allowed by the War Damage Commission 
on the ground that there was an over- 
charge on labour and materials. 

_ A surveyor called by defendant said 
it was contrary to professional etiquette 
to give the estimate of the cost to the 
builder, as plaintiff had done, because the 
builder might take advantage of it. It 
was the usual practice in the profession 
to charge five guineas for a survey, plus 
24 per cent. on the total cost for getting 
out a bill of quantities and 14 per cent. 
for estimating. It would be wrong to 
agree to accept 5 per cent. for a job, for 
they had to work to a fixed scale. 

mn the counter-claim, defendant’s 
counsel contended that if the work had 
been supervised by a competent person 
there would have been no overcharge 
made to the War Damage Commission. 

Giv judgment, Judge Tylor, K.C.. 
said he had come to the conclusion that 
plaintiff's version was right—and that his 
instructions were only to prepare a report 
and get out a specification and estimate, 
which he did. Perhaps plaintiff should 
not have sent the estimate of cost to the 
builder, but that was no reason for de- 
pes him of the remuneration to which 

i was entitled. He was satisfied that 
5 per cent. was the remuneration agreed, 
and that was very near to the five 
guineas, plus 4 per cent., which had been 
sugges as being the correct charge. 
He therefore gave judgment for plaintiff 
for 5 per cent. of £602 12s. 9d., which 
was the total cost of the work, less the 
£41 7s. 3d. disallowed by the Commis- 
sion. 

Judgment for £30 2s. 6d., with costs. 
was entered for plaintiff, and the counter- 
claim was dismissed. 


wperszrsan y Housing. 

rmondsey Borough Council has pro- 
vided 546 families with accommodation 
during the past year, and a further 487 
dwellings are according to the 
January issue of the Council's monthly 
bulletin of local affairs. 
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LAW REPORT 


BREACH OF COVENANT. CON- 
VERTING HOUSE INTO FLATS 


Kinc’s BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFoRE MR, JUSTICE DENNING. 


Duke of Westminster v. Swinton. 


. This was an action by the Duke of 
Westminster, the owner of 40, Chester- 
square, S.W., against the lessees, Brigadier 
A. H. C. Swinton, Col. D. G. Adams and 
Mr. D. R. Rees Williams, for forfeiture 
of the lease of the house and for certain 
declarations as to his rights and damages. 

The plaintiff leased the house to the 
defendant, Swinton, in 1923 on a 62-year 
term. Later that lease was vested with 
the defendant Adams, and then Mr. 
Williams became interested in the pro- 
perty. 

The plaintiff's case was that his pro- 

rty had been converted to six flats in 

reach of a covenant that it was only 
to be used as a private residence. Con- 
sent had never been asked for such con- 
version. The cost of the conversion had 
been £480. 

The defendant, Swinton, pleaded he 
had never occupied the house, nor did he 
make any alterations. Col. Adams’ re- 

ly was that he was not in this country 
rom 1940 to 1945. Mr. Williams’ case 
was that he took a lease of the premises 
at £350 a year and he “took a chance” 
in not seeking the permission of the land- 
lord to make the house into flats. : 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
a little more than half of the houses 
in Chester-square were now occupied 
residentially. He believed that Mr. 
Williams took the house with the inten- 
tion of converting it into flats, and not 
to live in it. His lordship said in the cir- 
cumstances of the case he would make an 
order that Brigadier Swinton and Col. 
Adams should not forfeit their lease, but 
restore the house to its previous condi- 
tion within two years, or within an ex- 
tended period if the Court thought fit. 
He also made an order that the defendant 
Williams should put into an account £200 
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for Col. Adams to pay for the restora- 
tion of the house to its original state. 
His lordship added that he could not 
have allowed Mr. Williams to act as he 
had done without asking the sanction of 
the Duke. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Brick-making. 

Mr. CHARLES SMITH asked the Minister 
of Works whether it was his intention to 
concentrate the brick-making industry in 
order to save fuel. ‘ 

Mr. Key: No, sir. 


Bankside Power Station. 

Mr. Keeinc asked the Minister of 
Fuel and Power what progress had been 
made with the experiments for elimin- 
ating sulphur from oil fuel, and whether 
he could confirm the assurance given by 
the Government last. May that such 
elimination was a sine qua non of the 
scheme for an oil-burning power station 
at Bankside. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that the pilot- 
washing plant which would be used to 
determine the most efficient type of in- 
stallation for the Bankside power station 
was expected to be ready for operation 
by June of this year. The answer to the 
second part of the question was: “ Yes.” 

Mr. KEELING: Can the Minister explain 
why the work on Bankside appears to be 
in progress if this sine qua non has not 
yet been achieved? 

Mr. GarTsketL: I will look into it, 
but I can give an assurance again that 
it will not be completed unless we are 
satisfied that no sulphur fumes will be 
produced. 

Mr. SKEFFINGTON-LODGE: Will the 
Minister also give an assurance again that 
in no circumstances will there be an 
attempt to rebuild or enlarge the Bank- 
side power station to run it on coal? 

Mr. GAITSKELL: Those assurances 
have been given more than once, and | 
am happy to repeat them. 


Timber Licences. 

Mr. BaLpwin asked the President of 
the Board of Trade whether he was 
aware that his department was refusing 
to issue licences to persons desirous of 
operating in the round timber trade; and 
what were the reasons. 

Mr. BELCHER said he was. It was the 
general practice to give licences to fell 


‘ trees, and to acquire round timber for 


resale only to established sawmillers and 
timber merchants, in order to ensure that 
home-grown timber was efficiently pro- 
cessed and disposed of for the purpose 
for which it was most urgently required. 
Many applications were received from 
newcomers, but it would serve no useful 
purpose to multiply the number of con- 
cerns handling our already depleted sup- 
plies of home-grown timber. 


Land Compensation Values. 

Mr. Vane asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether he was 
aware of the hardship likely to arise from 
the operation of the London and Middie- 
sex (Improvements, etc.) Act, 1936, and 
Acts incorporated therewith, since com- 
pensation payable thereunder was based 
on 1939 values; and whether he would 
seek means to alleviate this hardship by 
introducing legislation to bring the com- 
pensation terms more into line with 
present-day values as had been recog: 
niséd in the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, and the Requisitioning of 
Land and War Works Bill. é 

Six StaFFoRD Cripps, who replied, said 
that the compensation payable on con 
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pulsory acquisition by a local authority 
was governed by the general law in force 
at the date of notice to treat. The 1939 
standard did not apply where notice to 
treat was served before November 17, 
1944. Under Part Il of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944, compensa- 
tion was based generally on 1939 values 
(with supplefnents in certain cases) where 
notice to treat was served on or after 
November 17, 1944, and Part V of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
substituted a basis of current restricted 
values where notice to treat was served on 
or after August 6, 1947. These provi- 
sions applied to acquisitions under the 
authority of the London and Middlesex 
(Improvements, etc.) Act, 1936, as to any 
other acquisitions under general or local 
legislation by a Government Department 
or public or local authority, and he was 
not aware that any special point arose. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Cypriot Surveyor in Britain. 

Mr. George Serghides, Superintendent 
of Surveys in the Land Registration and 
Surveys Department in Cyprus, is now 
visiting Britain under the auspices of the 
British Council, with the object of study- 
ing the latest developments in land 
reclamation, afforestation and ordnance 
survey. 

National Federation Summer Meeting. 

Out of compliment to the new Presi- 
dent, Mr. F. M. Sleeman, of Exeter, and 
at the invitation of the South Western 
Federation, the half-yearly meeting of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers is to be held this year 
in the South-Western region. It will 
probably take place in Torquay in July. 


Encouraging Incentive Schemes. 

In order to encourage its members to 
put incentive schemes into operation, 
Central No. 1 Area of the L.M.B.A. has 
set up an informal Area Committee to 
provide opportunity for an interchange 
of views and experiences of schemes on 
trial, It is thought that this will be of 
assistance to members in finding ways and 
means of overcoming initial difficulties. 
Other L.M.B.A. areas are considering 
taking similar steps. : 

British Standards. 

The British Standards Institution issue 
from 24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, the 
following British Standards: Clinker 
Aggregate for Plain and Pre-cast Cen- 
crete (B.S. No. 1165, 1947) (price 2s., 


post free); Picks, Beater Picks and 
Mattocks (B.S. No. 1421, 1947) i 2s.. 
post free), and Cast and truded 


Aluminium Gutters, Pipes and Acces- 
= (B.S. 1430) (price 2s. 6d., post 
ree). 

Chairman Resigns. 

At the annual meeting of the South 
London Merchants’ Association, held at 
the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, 
S.E.1, on January 6, Mr. Herbert Haw- 
kins, the chairman, of Messrs. Alex. Haw- 
kins and Sons, Ltd., tendered his resigna- 
tion, Mr. S. G. Reed, of J. Young and 
Co., Kennington-road, $.E.11, was 
elected in his place. : 


Engineering and Industrial Equipment. 
The Engineering and Industrial Equip- 
ment (Home and ) Exhibition will 
Open at the Royal Horticultural Hall, 
Vincent-square, London, for two weeks 
from March 10 to 24. Display space is 
limited, and firms interested in exhibiting 
should make immediate application to 
the organisers, 17-18, Henrietta-street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. 
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Visit to Builders’ Merchants. 

A visit was made recently to the show- 
rooms of Messrs. Lewis and Co. (Bal- 
ham), Ltd., by a party of women housing 
managers and assistant architects. They 
were given a short talk by Mr. R. Franks, 
and later were conducted round the show- 
rooms by Mr. 
director, Mr. S. G. Farrant, sales direc- 
tor, and Mr. W. Gorton, S.W. London 
representative. 


Parliament Urges Paper Drive. 

Following an appeal made in Parlia- 
ment on January 30, by Mr. Harold 
Wilson, President of the Board of Trade, 
the Waste Paper Recovery Association is 
launching a drive to collect an additional 
100,000 tons of paper by July, an amount 
equivalent to the saving of ten million 
dollars. In his appeal, Mr. Wilson said: 
“There is an urgent need for an addi- 
tional 200.000 tons of paper-making 
materials a year. This quantity is fortu- 
nately available in this country in the 
form of waste paper, and if every home 
could save an extra und of waste 
pores each week we should meet this 
n gos 


“Ideal Home ” Exhibition. 

Six full-sized and fully furnished 
dwellings will be exhibited by the 
Ministry of Health at the “Ideal 
Home ” Exhibition to be held at Olympia 
from March 2 to 25. In addition, there 
will be an ‘aluminium bungalow, an 
Airey rural type house, a pair of Cornish 
Unit houses, a two-storey aluminium 
house and a terrace of brick-built 
“traditional” houses. These buildings 
will be erected to form a so-called 
“ village” unit. 


CROFT ADAMANT 


GRANITE CONCRETE 


SPUN PIPES 











+ 9in. to 72 in. Diameter 


JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES 
Particulars and Prices from— 
CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER. 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3. 
London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, $.W.1. 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 


en Ctbees ALWAYS SPECIFY 






R. F. Ash, managing and 


cement, 
and water, and of these vermiculite is the 
chief agent in 
»scribed. 
when mixed with ordinary 
cement, is the usual greyish white, but 
other tints may be obtained by using any 
of the white or coloured cements, and 
special effects can be obtained by apply- 

















Building Materials for N. Ireland. 
Problems relating to the of 

building materials for Northern 

have been discussed in the 


erence to cement: supplies, jor 
Sinclair states that he has every reason 
to believe that cement shipments to 
Northern Ireland will, in due course, be- 
come larger and more regular than in the 
past. 

Australian Housing. 

The desperate shortage of houses in 
Australia will be removed within two 
years from now, states Mr. Lemmon, the 
Federal Minister for Works and Housing. 
“ By 1950, a young married couple who 
waist i bean Ge bo calle to go to the 
building trade and get one built without 
delay, as in pre-war days,” he said 
recently. “This bright outlook is based 
on a considerable improvement in house- 
building in 1947, even though increased 
production of building materials is still 
required.” The annual completion rate 
for dwellings during the ber 

uarter of 1947 exceeded 40, 

an in the best years before the war. 
More than 26,000 dwellings were com- 
pleted in the first nine months of the 
year. New South Wales cranny sca 
iron and steel industrial areas will bene- 
fit this year from a scheme to concen- 
trate production of houses on a large 
scale in those areas. It is believed that 
the scheme envisages erection of a mini-. 
mum of 6,000 dwellings. 


A NEW SURFACING MATERIAL 


A NEw surfacing material, known as 
Pyrok, has recently been introduced. It is 
a surfacing material which is claimed to: 
be waterproof and per ng een It 
adheres strongly to any surface, including 
wood, steel and asbestos-cement, and is 
free from normal plaster ——. It 
can also be applied externally in frosty 
weather, will hold screws and cut nails 
without plugging, does not corrode 
metals, can be sawn and chiselled with- 
out spalling, and is applied by spray gun 
and finished with certain special tools. 
Such a catalogue of virtues sounds too 
good to be true, but rigorous study, ex- 
periment and searching for snags by 
scientists, building research specialists, 
architects, builders and plastering experts 
have so far failed to diminish its apparent 

lities, thou conclusive scientific 
tests and experience of use are still to 


come. 
Pyrok is manufactured from Portland 
a li plasticiser, vermiculite 


producing the results de- 
The normal.colour of Pyrok, 
Portland 


ing a background in one tone 
and building a with another. 
A number of tests have been carried out 


over a period of two years, with satis- 
factory results. A programme of official 
tests at the Building 


Research Station is 

















































































































TRADE NEWS 


Merchants’ Administrative Changes. 

Consequent m the retirement, as 
from March 31, of Mr. E. Jones from 
ant of ‘the Standard Range and 
Foundry Co., Ltd., builders’ merchants, 
Watford, Mr. G. W. Sayell was appointed 
to the board of directors on January 1, 
and from April will serve also as man- 
ager. Mr. Jones will continue as a direc- 
tor in an advisory capacity, and Mr. C. 
J. B. Pratt, director and joint general 
manager until recently, has been 
appointed managing director. 


Oxhey Housing Estate. 

The London County Council inform us 
that, in error, it was stated that the win- 
dows of the houses on the Oxhey estate 
(illustrated in our issue for December 5) 
were E.J.M.A. Standard units. Ali the 
windows on this scheme are, in fact, steel 
windows in wood surrounds, supplied by 
the Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of 
Braintree, Essex, who have now ‘received 
the order for Standard metal windows 
for another section of the contract, 
amounting to many thousand pounds in 
value. These windows are being supplied 
to the order of the contractors, the Unit 
Construction Co. 


A Golden Jubilee. 

This year Messrs. Venesta, Ltd., 
Vintry House, Queen-street-place, Lon- 
don, celebrate their golden jubilee. The 
story of the firm is told in an attractively 
produced’ booklet, “Our First Fifty 
Years,” which makes interesting reading. 
It is a far cry from the purchase for one 
rouble of a three-ply chair seat in a small 
Baltic town to the large organisation we 
know to-day, yet that is how the story 
of Venesta begins. The chair, which was 
described in the shop window as “the 
latest American novelty,” was purchased 
by Christian Luther,, who, with his 
brother, Carlos, a dapted the principle of 
its construction and thereby gave birth 
to the plywood industry in Europe. 
Meantime, in England, E. H. Archer was 
selling tea chests made of metal sheets. 
Blenders and grocers did not like them. 
Visiting the Patent Office, Archer dis- 
covered the Luthers’ firm, and Venesta, 
Ltd., manufacturing plywood tea chests, 
was born on January 15, 1898. The 
booklet describes the major blows 
suffered by the company as a result of 
the two world wars, but it also records 
the successes of the firm. For instance, 
the introduction in 1922 of Plymax, a 
metal-coated veneer, was an accident. 
When loading a press a face veneer was 
inadvertently omitted, causing a glue- 
covered centre ply to adhere to the steel 
platen. An observant manager noticed 
this and, profiting by the mistake, was 
soon able to repeat intentionally what 
had been done by accident. An interest- 
ing booklet with an absorbing story. It 
concludes: “Our history is built round 
human beings, not machines, not factory 
buildings, nor trading statistics.” 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Cartuke.—School buildings, for which the 
architect is W. Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

w—At A shtree-rd., new works canteen 

and other env 7 0 to be erected, = 
which the architects are Burnet & Boston, 


ete ~ilaeae offices, 

rage, etc., for Northern 
Roadways, Ltd., at Helen-#t., for which the 
. High-st., Rothesay. 


architect is J. Wallace, 
(bus 


Transport works 
offices, ete. or 8.M.T., Ltd., roe 
the architec! s are Conte & Miller, 4, Cieland- 


T —Housing sc proposed by the 
Scottis Special Housing As Association. Palner 


ston-pl., 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (ft) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

* Denotes accepted. 


BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 18. 


t*Covéntry T.C.—Civic restaurant nr. Foleshill- 
rd. and Beresford-ave. D. E. E. Gibson, City 
A., la, Warwick-row. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 8. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
+*Bagshot R.D.C.—10 houses at Bagshot 
estate, Guildford-rd. F. J. Wareham, C., 


Council Offices. 
Dronfield U.D.C.—25 houses at Snape Hill. C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Frinten and Walton U.D.C.—20 houses at 5 
sites. V. G. Scamell, P.A.S.I., Albion House, 
High-st., Walton-on- the-Naze. 

tiferd T.C.—2 houses ne gare rk ote at Seve 

rk 5. 


Kings Park and South 8. 
Dep. £3 3a 

Wembley 1T.C.— Conversion of C.W.D. 
mortuary, © seeien: la., Alperton. Boro’ Treas. 
Dep. £1 1s 


West Ham C.B.—Siee! erection for a garage 
Seer se B.R. Dep. £2. 


a T.C.—12 houses at Flag: ren 


estate. Wilson and Partners, Princes- 
st., Stores 8 Gate Westminster, S wh. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 26 

Monmouth R.D.C.—8 houses with road and 
drains at Caestory, Raglan. Thomas and 
Morgan and Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd.. Ponty- 
pridd. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

Beckenham ee at Electricity 
Works a an gerages. Sorkahaye. can- 
orn, ote etc. E. and 

8.—Com cae Mf Tanici al Tech- 
nies! Oo College, Manchester-rd. Chief Education 
gy Education Offices, Nelson-sq., Bolton. 


ican eaten D.C. — 6 houses at 
Stretton-on-Fosse, 3 Bh Pillerton Priors and 4 at 
Banheston (Willington). E. Earp (L.), 
Scholars-la., Stratford-on-Avon. Dep. £2 2s. 

Skibbereen U.D.C.—10 honses at Upper 
Bridge-at. 7 Murray, Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s 
+* T.0C.—21 flats and 2 


Cheam 
remy at Clashaae la. site. B.E. and S. Dep. 


AYGEE LIMITED WaATerloo 6314 
100, WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., 
LONDON, S.E.1 


The Hall Mark of Craftsmansbip 


THREE WEEKS 


FROM RECEIPT OF ORDER 


ENGLAND'S LARCEST GLAZING CONTRACTORS 








4* ngham E.O—Pirst tract of 
Birmi &.—First contract of first 
section of Pr Colleges for Technical. 
Commercial and Art Education at Gosta Green 
Applications to Chief Education Officer, The 
Council House, with seen of similar works 
carried out. Dep. 

Isle of sy esa at Snugborouch, 
Braddan. Davidson, Marsh and Co., Architects 
16-18, Athol-st., Douglas. Dep. £2 2s 

Wood Green T.C.—12 flats, Pellatt-gr. B.E. 
and S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 1. 
U. tg pairs of houses at Centre 
Pn -ggaehes ., Council Offices, 91, High- 


+ ameee ¥.0.—Dining hall and servery at 
—— County Secondary school. City E. 
ep 

Wanstead and Woodford T.C.—Garage and 
workshop at Horn-la. depot, Woodford Green 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 


MARCH 2. 
Ossett T.C.—38 Airey houses with appurte 
nant works at Headlands site. B.S. 


MARCH 3. 

*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Site works 
and 4 Airey houses. Walter Rudman and 
gag 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 

3s. . 


cone 


MARCH 6. 
*Bournemouth —_ en at 


various sites. Boro’ A. De 

Salford T.C.—Additions and alterations at 
North Salford dary~ Modern School for 
Boys. City B. Dep. 2£5 5s. 


Salford T.C.—Additions and alterations at 
Woodbine-street 
Technical College. 


Church as annexe to Royal 
City E. tigi £2 2s 


os 
*Chippenham MY dwellings at 
“ Derriads,” with possible additign of 6 dwell- 
ings adjoining Ladyfield-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
nares. bse 


FEBRUA 
Bebington T.C.—B.E. msi s (Materials). 
Brentwood U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Materia ). 
Croydon C.B.—B.E. (Materials). 
Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Mate 


rials). 
King’s Lynn pay (Materials). 
Rushden U.D.C. (Materials). 
Shoreditch Sas (Materials). 


FEBRUARY 24. 
Fareham U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Materials). 
Turton U. sey and 8. (Materials) 


EBRUARY 25. 
Sale T.C.—B. a (Materials). 
Slough T. ~~ +4 E. (Materials). 
Todmorden T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 


FEBRUARY 26 
East Riding C. wre nti © (Materials). 


FEBRUAR 
Beckenham T.C.—B. AW Materials). 


FEBRUARY 28. 
Baildon U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 
Halifax 6.8.—B.B. (Materials). 
Tynemouth C.B.—B.S. (Materials) 


H t. 

S. (Materials) 

E. and 8. (Materials). 
.D.C.—E. (Materials) 
Radoliffe T.C.—B.E. and S. (Materials). 
Shrewsbury T.C. foe Pn sae 


MARC 
Berbys. c.C.—County 


porno ly bey oe a ¢ (Materials). 
al bi Raat aet 


Macclesfield T.C me +4 M al aterials). 


RCH 6. 
Beds. je Geie S. (Materials 
Bury C.B.—B.E. and 8. (Materials). 
Morley T.C.—B. . for ee 


RCH 
_ Dukinfield T.C. =} 7 awd 8. Moteriale), 
Wednesfield U + a and § § Materials) 
Widnes T.C. S E. and 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 
FEBRUARY 23. 

Andover T.C.— Reconstruction of sewag 
pumping station and extension of disposal 
works. B.E., “ Beech Hurst,” Weyhill-rd. 

Guildford R.D.C.—Site preparation and_o‘- 
site sewage gore. works at Perry Hill. 
W —_, E. Rae on . £2 2s. 
at Hothwaits a (Octumbin eh) scheme. 

Ferre ga eng Architects to U.D.C., Mans- 
York TO. Works for construction of Acomb- 
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Naburn main 


: on oo song A (3 seniente. 
City E. and A 


£2 each contract 
FEBRUARY m. 


Westor-super-Mare 
and feotways at Bournville estate. 


Dep. £2 28 

ig wv weer be 26. . 
N .—Carrying ow 
water sup ae (6 contracts). E.. 1, 
Cheyne-w orthampton. Dep. £3 3s. each 
for contracts by 6 and 6. 


FEBRUARY 2. 


of roads 
.E. and 8. 


district 


po to ut 
Evesham 


Pewitt-rd. "ite. ‘SB. S. Dep. £3 
= = : a i ae “= site at Farn- 


R.D.C.—Roads and A it water 
4 Blo’ Norton. Harold Marsb 
King’s Lynn. 
MARCH 1 
Chelmsford R.D.C.—Construction of approx. 
6 miles of stoneware pipe sewers with man- 


dale ave. 
Wayland 

drainage, etc., 
(L.), 14, King-st. 


Bas etc., at ae 4 and Little Waltham. 
Lemon wi Blizard a Valea. Westmin- 
ster. 


Dep. 

Isle of R.D.C. a ee works and 
construction wight: — = a 
ipe sewers, spun-iron pum say oon 
aetion. etc., we Bebra po | 
Blizard, Castle-la., Southampton. _ 25 oe 
(payable to R. R.D.C.), 
Liverpool 


C.—Repair of war ag at 
Kensington Bier 0. 2. Water E., 55, Dale- 
st. Dep. £3 
an T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


Wantage R.D.C.—Two reinforced concrete 
reservoirs. C. p. £2 

*Woodbridge U. 0. 6. Drainage of Ransom-rd. 
and Haugh-la. sites. Pick, Everard, Keay and 
Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 3. ; 
Gloucester T.C.—9 miles of 16-in., 14-in,, 9-in., 

6-in. and 4-in. dia. spun-iron pipes and specials, 
~ a 8. os RS ew E, 2s. 

D.C.—Sewage disposal works. 
A. . Cotterell and Son, 54, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, §.W.1. Dep. £3 3s 

MARCH * 


*Mitcham T.C,—Site works on Tamworth 
poe 4 housing estate, Commonside East. B.E. 


MARCH 6. 
Esher U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads. E. 


and 8. 
Felixstowe U. rey AB og ak ee os mead 
C.—1,827 go of um i 


contract), -, No. 4. 

Welle 
cement wae mains, valves, etc., at Walton. 
Sandford, Fawcett and Partners, & Victoria- 
st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £5 &&. 


MA RCH 8. 
.—Laying of cast-iron and 


Birkenhead T.c 

er mains, etc., at Ruthin “ Mold. Water 
ol, Borough-rd. p. 
Co U.D.C.—Sewers, = and demoli- 


tion of existing disposal works and construc- 
tion of new works at Crantock, E. and 8S 
Dep. £5 5s. rs 

20. 


MARC 
ertford R.D.C.—Site prepa 


o ration works at 
Detchworth. C., 20, Castle-st., 


Hertford. Dep. 


RCH 22, 

Chesterton R.D. oe herks of sewerage in two 
contracts in various parishes. Willcox, Raikes 
aoe — 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham 3. 

Dp. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Battersea.—AppiTions.—To works, Searle-st 
for New Bore Co., Ltd. Architects Wallis 
Cites and Factaeie, 5, Cromwell-rd., 5.W 

.—Hosprra.— Willesden 
Ho spital’s Council eeapres conversion of vacant 
sense 8 Hospital into children’s depart- 
i » 
Clapham Common,—Fats. Sgr under 
coosideration for 68 flats, day nurse etc. 
Te Harold Baily (F.), 8 Princess. 


inne’ teas to be considered 
for 90 flats, Greenwood-rd., for B.C. Architects, 
Norman and Dawhbarn, 5. Gower-st., W.C.1. 


Hackney.—Fiats.— for 84 flats 
oo — R ae Are 

cts, Josephs, 10, es-8q., “ 

ptt arlenden,— Dwe.imes.— iP =e 


pose 12 12 houses and 36 flats in Knatchbull-rd 
we a eros Fuse Taaee approved 


Mordecai A.), 
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“ BUILDER” PRICES 


Asbestos Cement. 

_ The Minister of Works has authorised an 
increase of 74 per cent. in the schedule 
of prices contained in the Asbestos Cement 
Price List for Applied Work which had been 
in operation since August 14, 1944. The in- 
crease operates from February 1, and is 
caused by general cost t increases. 


Glass. 


Revised price sac a Bs rough 
cast glass and_ polis - 
between the itinistry wee Perks ks and manu- 
facturers, were introduced on February 2. 
The new prices represent an increase of 5 
per cent. on all flat glass, but the result is 
secured by applying varying —s to 
the different types. The hates is caused 
by recent increases in the cost of fuel, 
materials, transport and wages. 


Bath and Portiand Stones. 

It has recently been found necessary to in- 
crease the price of all descriptions of Bath 
stone and/or Portland stone. The price of 
stone in random blocks, delivered on rail 
in London, will be as follows: 

ogg 4 Par, 5s. pe: a. > cube; St. Ald- 
heim Box Ground per ‘tt. cube, 
delivered South Lambeth, Statlon Whitbed 
Portiand stone, delivered Nine Elms Station, 
6s. 14d. per ft. enbe. 


Biack Oils. 

The selling price of black oils sold in this 
country has been advanced as _ from 
February 7, with the sanction of the Minis- 
try of uel and Power, by 1d. per gal. 


i 











Holborn.—Fiats.—L.C.C. to reinstate 19 flats 
on Bourne estate. 
ae ag gee .—B.C.. approved, sub- 
> rebuilding of 6 flats, 147-151, 
elson-rd. yo oem rags and Searle, Amen 
House, Warwick-sq., E.C.4. 

H .—Fiats.—S. J. West, 9, Hensley-rd., 
Bath, Somerset, applied for sanction to build 
81 flats, recreation rooms and restaurant, etc., 
oat West-rd. 

slington.—CoLLeGe.—B.C. propose to acquire 
cite in Camden-rd., Caledonian-rd. and 

. Mews for building of county college, subject 

oe C.C. approval. 





JEN SCRETE 








GLASS & 
FERRO-CONCRETE 
CONCRETE WINDOWS 


ROOF LIGHTS 
STALLBOARDS 


FACIAS 
GLASS BRICKS 


PAVEMENT LIGHTS 
Etc., Etc. 


PROMPT 
DELIVERY 
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Lambeth.— 
67 dwellings 


i 2 Ball (FP. Ds Sir Ba Putney-hth., 
cite Minoru D. Geant Coli, 7, 
Hobart-pl... 8.W.1. eke 


sel be i goa —L. vs c. 

rchase of three sites eB 

of St John 8 Weeks. east of Finchley-rd. for 
St. —Resvitpine.—Of 10 flats, 
Loxham House, Loxham-st., by East End Dweil- 
wae XS Ltd., 27, Chancery-la., hoy Arehi- 
tect, ar W. Kenyon ®. ), 15, Adeline-pl., 


Bedford 4% 
eee Ni —B.C. to build 52 flats at 


Reserv 
Stonebridge.—Hovsine.—Willesden T.C. pro- 
Pte 32 houses in bk pgs Boker 8 

ottenham.—ScxHoo.s 
Duncan Scott (FF.), Lioyds > Dank-chies,. neh 
Sie ica BN aga acs 
Too 

. harem areata: —And additions 


Pas ht Hospital, Oxford-rd., for 
governors. ans by Adams, Holden and Pear- 
London, W.C.1. 


son (FF.), University of 
Walthametow.—Missiow Hatu.—Plans by L. E. 
Ashton, 27, Goldborough-cres., for new mission 
hall, Brandon-rd. 
Wandsworth.—Hovsina. —L.C.C. com- 
Pus ue of site in Roeham -la. for 


ousi 
= coe. -theo National Sporting Club 


 . acquisition of Bridgewater House, St. 
Ja 8, for development as Sine : 
Willesden.—Repairns.—By B.C. to dwellings on 


Curzon-cres. estate. 

Witlesden.—Hovsixnc.—T.C. propose 20 houses 
in Conley- and Essex-rds. and 14 houses in 
College- and Mortimer-rds. 

Wood Green.—Fiats.—B.C. to erect 12 flats in 
Pellatt-gr. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Rev. T. McAvoy, P.P. Church 
of Meect Heart, proposes alterations and addi- 
tions at primary schools at £8,000. 

Alnwick.—R.D.C. is to build 34 houses at 
Shilbottle. Plans by Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds 
“os wick. 


—Miners’ school is to be extended. 
Plans by Architect, Miners’ Welfare Dept., 
Old Queen-st., Westminster, 8.W.1. 
A Lyne Cc. approved : ork 
sions at Troy Works, “Holden-st., for b ty 
& Ball; Iterations to works for J. Pattrie- 
ouex. ; extensions to works at tock port-rd. 
for Refrigeration Services. Ltd. 
Belfast.—Governors of Ulster Hospital for 
Children and Women, Whitehal!-parade, Ormeau- 
rd.. Belfast, contemplate early start on re- 
building premises at £100.000. Plans by Samuel 
ro 3 & na Royal-ave., Belfast. 
ag oy ‘opose development of 40- 
— site ‘at Joreer ke for. a ee 
propose acqu 
Wensley-rd., Lyndon Green, for three form 
entry primary schools and nursery school. 
Blackpool. — a gpend eek of 6 shops and 
flats at Grange Park e 
Bolton.—T approved : pect at George 
hotel, Great Moo--st..” for Manchester Brewery 
Co.. Ltd.,” Woodside Brewery, New-rd., 
Salford 5; alterations at Undershore Bleach- 
a Brookside-rd., for Oroft Laundry Co.,’ 


Grater Siareiey Dent. to extend Valley 
power station. Plans by City tna Engi- 
neer. T. H. Carr. ge £1,500. 
on Cain-la. pat to ay 


Brighton. — Homeopathy Hospital, Great 
Ormond-st., W.C.1, propose new recovery and 
lescent home 


Chadderton.— s E.C. 
and child welfare centre and sc 
oe —Steven Dray & Co., 
Ww 


Mildmay- Cemneterd, 

peted fanks and pomp. ene prepared by 

fe Scanlan, F.8.1., 5, Buckingham-gate. 
Dartford.—Pians in course of preparation for 

rere et eee Vemmrent-ae. for the Kent 
Dover.—T.C. plans Jackson & 

Jackson. architect, 13, North. ford, Kent. 

for rebni Fas he largement 

oe ee Se 

Modern school at Gealaneunt for Beat E.C. 


h 
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Ettingshall (Staffs).—Joseph Sankey & Sons, 
Ltd., contemplate exsension of research labora- 
tories, Manor Works. Plans by Lavender, 
Twentyman & Percy, 2, Waterloo-rd., Wolver- 
hampton. f 

Glessop.—Ashton and District Trustee Savings 
Bank propose branch bank. : 

Guiidford.—T.C. yoapene prefabricated offices 
and stores at Woodbridge-rd. for Electricity 
Dept. (Est. cost £12,000.) 

Hemel H —Cannon Brewery Co., 
Lid., St. John-st., E.C.l, propose to rebuild 
Bell public-house, Two Waters-rd. Plans by 
Richardson, Son & Knowles, 52, High-st., 
Rickmansworth. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved structural altera- 
tions at “ Starkey Arms” hotel, Chester-rd., for 
Cornbrook Bzewery Co., Lid., Ellesmere-s}., 
Manchester.—T.C. propose houses at York Mill 
site. 

Hindley.—U.D.C. approved:—Extensions to 
factory, Strangeways House, Liverpool-rd., for 
Holland’s Hosiery Co., Lid. 

Hornchurch.-War damage repairs and im- 
provements to be made to St. George’s Hos- 
pital at £20,000. Plans by H. Connolly (F.), 
County Halil, Chelmsford. 

Hull.—Premier Auto Motor Services, Scott-st., 
Hull, acquired site at Charies-st. and Reform- 
st. for depot and offices. Plans by Ullerthorpe 
& Dunling, George-st., Hull. 


HMull.—Moors & Robson’s (Brewers), Ltd., 
Francis-st., peagesn hotel at Grafton-st. 
Kirkburton.— H. Moxon & Sons, Litd., 


Springfield Mill, propose factory at Blind-la., 
Burton Dean. 

—Hepton & Co. (Clothiers), Ltd., to 
érect day nursery, eto., at Sovereign-st., Swine- 

ate, Leeds. Plans by C. Castlelow (A.), 10, 

ark-row, Leeds. 

Leyland.—Rev. J. E. Thornber, Vicar and 
P.C. of St. James’ Church, propose modernisa- 
tion of St. James’ Day schools at £12,000. 

Liverpool.——Lancs C.C. propose 21 new schools 
at Crosby, Litherland and Formby areas, at 
£2,617,375. 

Manocohester.—T.C. approved :—Alterations ~ at 
Waterloo-rd., Cheetham, for M. Jacobs (J. R. 
Smith, architect, 123, Heywood-rd., Prestwich) ; 
additions to works, Croft-st., Clayton, for V. 
Wolf, Lid. (A. R. Walsingham (L.), architect, 
50, High Grove-rd., Cheadle); additions to 
Empire Works,, Turner-st., Clayton, for Imperial 
Patent Wadding Co., Ltd.; lecture room at 
University Arts Faculty, Lime-gr., Chorliton- 
apon-Medlock, for Victoria University of Man- 
chester Senate (H. 8. Fairhurst & Son (FF.), 
architects, Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st.); 
alterations and additions at Alexandra works. 
E-rskine-st., Hulme, for Bennett Woodwork 
<Manchester), Ltd.; factory at Longley-la. and 
Harling-rd., Northenden, for John Lee & Co., 
Ltd. ; garage for commercial vehicles at Naples- 
st., Angel-st. and Ludgate-st., Rochdale-rd., for 
Exors. of Thomas Hudson, Ltd. (Norman Jones, 
Son & Rigby (FF.), architects, Williams 
Deacon's Bank-chbrs., 271, Lord-st., Southport) ; 
offices at 18, Mosley-st., for Halifax Building 
Society (B. Waterhouse (F.), architect, 134 
Deansgate). 

Middx.—C.C. recommended to approve scheme 
ved — oeepins new ante-natal 
department a es iddx. y i 
at £14,000. ounty Hospital 
_Newoastie.—Nofth-Eastern Housing Associa- 
tion, Metrovick House, are to pe special 
houses for key workers at Newcastle, Low Fell 
and Jarrow. Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick & 
rg ee Newcastle. 

_ Newea 's).—-T.C. approved :—Altera- 
tions at Globe hotel, Red PB aon for Parker’s 
Burslem Brewery, Lid., The Brewery, Burslem 
Stake-on-Frent. ; : 

ewcastie-on-Tyne. — Newcastle Breweries, 
Lid., Haymarket. Newcastle, propose licensed 
premises at junction of Westerhope-Newburn 


areaeesate. 

jewton-le-Willows.—Rev. John R. Meagher, 

P.P. SS. Mary and John, Crow-in. “promanes 

secondary schools. Plans by F. X. Velarde 

(F.), architect, 3, Abercromby-sq., Liverpool. 
N d to remodel Newburn 

school. 


—C 
Manor County Primary 
Oldham.—T.C. approved :-—Factory at Welly- 
; an n ae ai alterations to works at 
yeno all, / on-st. 

Modidees tar yi . for Amalgamated 
nthe. propose 28 houses at Headlands 
Piymouth.— Devonport United Services Rugb 
Football Club propose large covered grandétand 
at Rectory Field. Plans by Parker & Allen, 1, 

St. Andrew-st., Plymouth. 


Rochdaie.—T.C. approved :—Extensions at Elm 
Works. Mere-la., for Milne & Longbottom, Ltd. ; 
extensions to factory, Greenbooth-rd., for the 
Bleachers’ Association, Ltd., Blackfriars House, 
Manchester 3. 


Roohdale.—T.C. a ed :—Additi t - 
field Mill for Oswald & Duncan, Lid.: ebuild. 
ing of wool store, Meadowcroft Mill. for S 
Porritt & Son, Ltd.—E.C. propose school. 

Rugby.—Ace Pattern Co., Ltd., 38, Princes- 
st., propose factery and offices cat ak ge 

A . New 
Plans pal. ier. man ress, 20, 


ri 
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St. Leonards-on-Sea.—Plans prepared by Por- 
tess & Richardson, Lioyds Bank-chbrs,, Cathe- 
d:al Gateway, Peterborough, for rebuilding of 
90-91, . Marina. 3 

Saiford.—T.C. approved:—Welding works at 
Sackville-st. for ushell (Welders), Ltd. 

Salisbury.—New villa for low-grade patients 
to be erected at Coldeast Colony for Mental 
Defectives. Plans by J. M. Sheppard & Part- 
ners, 38, Bedford-pl., W.C.1. : 

Salop.—E.C. propose further instalments of 
new schools at Crowmoor, Harlescott, Shifnal 

nd Dennington, at 2£384,960.—E.C. propose ex- 
ensions at Shrewsbury Technical College. 

.—T.C, received approval for lay- 
out and development of Eastfield Farm, Seamer, 
for large housing estate. 
‘ Sedgefield.—R.D.C. propose 36 farm workers’ 

Uses. 

Shetheid.—_West Riding E.C. propose school 
at Parson Cross estate extension, Ecclesfield.— 
Sheffield Diocesan Trust and Finance Board 
propose church at Maltravers-rd., Wybourn 
estate. 

Southend._-M. of H. approved erection of 100 
a bungalows at Arterial-rd. site, East- 
we a 

Southsea.—Moss Bros. & Co., Ltd., 20 King- 
st., Covent Garden, W.C.2, propose new branch 
premises at 13-14, The Hard. Plans by W. AH. 
Saunders & Son, 45, Pearl-bldgs., Commercial- 
rd., Portsmouth. - 

South Westmoriand.—R.D.C. propose 120 agri- 
cultural houses in various parishes. 

Stockport.—T.C. cee :—Redevelopment of 
Unicorn Brewery, Millgate, for Frederic Robin- 
son, Ltd,; engineering works at Mottram-st. for 
R. Melvor & Son, Ltd.; canteen and works ex- 
tensions at Millgate for Harvey Briggs (Re- 
frigeration), Ltd. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. seek approval of M.H. 
for 280 additional houses. 

Sunderiand.—R.D.C. planning houses at Her- 
rington. 

md.—T.C. to build 14 houses for old 
people at £950 each at Hill View. 

Sutton Coldfield.—T.C. propose 28 houses at 
Springfield-rd., Falcon Lodge estate. 

Swansea.—T.C. propose Welsh school at 
Morriston.—T.C. applying to Welsh Board of 
Health for consent to erection of 120 houses at 
Penlan estate.—T.C. to submit to M. of E. plans 
for infants’ school at Mayhill at £26,000.—T.C. 
granted permits for reinstatement and altera- 
tions to following:—The British Thomson- 
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METALLIC LIQUID 


Unequalled for waterproofing 
Cement Renderings and all 
Massed Concrete ; and for 
waterproofing and dust- 


proofing Concrete Floors. 


SOLD UNDER GUARANTEE 
from per gallon # according to quantity 
SPECIAL PRICES FOR LARGE CONTRACTS 
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Houston Co., Lid., 4, Northampton-gdns., J. A. 
and L. J. Bailey, Waverley Hotel, Christina. 
st., Thomas bocerenig, 42, Alexandra-rd., Swan- 
sea Sailors’ Society, Victoria-bldgs., Victoria-rd., 
J. H. Dewhurst, Ltd., 199, High-st., M. Lyons, 
10, Carmarthen-rd., Alexander Johnston, 227, 
Oxford-st., Mr. Banfield, 43, Wind-st., Emlyn 
Lewis, 4, Raynoz-pl., Wyman’ & Sons, Lid., 
171-172, High-st. 

— imgton.—Ches. E.C. propose secondary 
school, 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved additions to works 
at Tenax-rd., Trafford Park, for Geigy Co., 
Ltd. K. Waterhouse (F.), architect, 134, Deans- 
gate, Manchester 3. : 

Watford.—Watford Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
Central-st., Albion-rd., propose to extend central 
bakery at Brixton-rd. Plans by W. T. Reed 
(A.), Co-operative Wholesale Society, Lid., 9, 
Leman-st., Stepney, E.1. 

West Bromwich.—H. W. Cox, Sons & Co. 
(Bakeries), Ltd., 268, Ickneid Port-rd., Edg- 
baston, Birmingham, acquired site at Birming- 
ham-rd. for central bakery, offices, etc. Plans 
by Webb & Gray, High-st., Dudley, Worcs. 

West Bromwich.—Wolverhampton and Dudley 
Breweries, Park Brewery, Wolverhampton, pro- 
pose rebuilding shop and off-licence at 170-172, 
Wood-la. Plans by Scott & Clark, Regent- 
chbrs., Wednesbury. 

Wigan.—Rev. H. Shee, P.P. St. Joseph’s R.C. 
Church, proposes secondary school at St. 
Edward's, Newtown. : 

Worthing.—Additions proposed at Providence 
Tronworks, Lyndhurst-rd., for A. H. Kimmins & 
Sons, Lta. Architect is F. Trower, 18, Railway 
Approach, Worthing. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. _ 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Alcester.—46 houses at Salford Priors and 
Studley sites, for R.D.C. C. B. Machin, 8.- 
*Alcester Builders, Ltd., 31a, High-st., Alcester, 


£71,184. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Four houses at Mari- 
borough-cl., for T.C. A. T. Kemp, M-Inst. & 
Cy.E., B.S.: {Norman Adams, Wellington-rd., 


Ashton-under-Lyne. é 
Axbridge.—‘ Airey” houses for R.D.C. Eight 
at Banwell Allotment site: *Holtby & Dudman, 
£11,181; two at Chapel Allerton: *Steer & Sons, 
Brent Knoll, £2,904; eight at Churchill, Lady- 
meade site: *C. F. Payne, £10,589; 14 at East 
Brent: *Stanley Stone (Chelsea), Ltd., £19,390; 
four at Wedmore, Blackford site: ‘*Stanley 
Stone (Chelsea), Ltd., £5,540; four at Sand- 
ford-rd., Winscombe: *R. Rodway & Son, Wins- 
bere ht “ Ai ! t Ki 
.—Eight “ Airey ’’ houses a ings- 
waa with service road, for R.D.C.: *F. W. 
Metcalfe, Tring, £12,327. : d 
Barking.—Extension and alterations at King 
George’s Hospital. C. J. Dawson, Son & 
Allardyce, architects, Barclays Bank-chbrs., 
East-st., Barking, Essex: *J. & R. Rooff, Ltd., 
Crown Works, Boundary-rd., E.13. 
Basford.—250 B.LS.F. houses, with roads and 
sewers, for R.D.C.: *John Laing & Son, Lid., 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. 
Birmi m.—Reconstruction and extension 
of dining-hall at Highbury Hall home for aged 
— for City Council: *David Charles, Ltd., 
.778. 
Bishop's Stortford.—9%5 aluminium houses for 
employees at Stansted Aerodrome, for U.D.C. 
*A. W. Hawksley, Ltd., Gloucester (approved 
by M.H.). : 
Boston.—Eight “ Airey’ houses at Tooley-la., 
Wrangle, for R.D.C.: *J. T. Barber & Son, 


£10,996. 

—HO * tay houses at Cain-la. 

or T.C. H. A. Sneezam, A.M.Inst.C.E., 

: *Spooners, Ltd., 176, Severn-st., Hull, 
£62,493 (revised tender). 

Camberwell.—Works for B.C.: 120 two-storey 
houses and flats at Denmark-hill estate: *Gor- 
ham (Contractors), Ltd., £179,000; 24 dwellings 
at Site No. 1 (Ablett-st. and Barkworth-rd.): 
*H. D. Carter, Lid., £32,980. 

Carlisie.—72 ses at Upperby and Harraby 
sites, for-T.C. P. Dalton (A.), A.M.Inst.C.E., 
C.8., 18, Fisher-st. (48): *Building Repairs Co. ; 
*T. Irwin & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 180, Warwick- 
rd.; *J. F. Johnstone, 23, River-st.; (12): *Bar- 
wick Bros., Alpha Mount, Gilsland; (12): *A. 
McManus (all of Carlisle). : 

Carlisie.—28 houses at Warraby, for City 
Council: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Works, 
U.D.C., at Crewes-la.: 6 houses, *B. Clifford. 
Ltd., £6,993; 8 flats, “Woodcock Marshall & Co.. 
Lid., £7,036; 8 flats, *W. T. Hopkins, Ltd.. 
£7,036. (All subject to M.H. approval.) 

Catford.—Rebuilding of houses at 379-387, 
ie for War Damage on. 
Cc. &. en, architect, 1, eno Pg §.E.6 
*W. J. Eagien, Ltd., 8, Beaconsfield-rd., 5.5.9. 

—38 houses at Blythe Bridge 
site, for R.D.C. J. W. Burton, 8.: tJ. A- 
Bailey, Tape-st., Cheadle, ‘Stoke-on-Trent. 


ri 
site, 
BS 
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Ciare.—22 cottages a for £.C.: *B. C, 


McMahon, Ennis, 
ok and W: 


Crook iMington.—46 ho’ 
Meadows site, Crook for U. De T. A. Page, 
Son & Hill, chartered. architects and meveqens. 
King- ee South Sh — gg een y C. b. 
Laurie, an eh : * John 
Twiname, td. Cum- 


Shiskie. 
gham, Coc} np Cockermouth, 
aoient £62,515 (rev ler accepted by 


.H.) 

" orceden: —Rebuilding showrooms and offices 
at 9193, North-end, for rane iggy and Oxford. 
Hooker & Rogers, azchitects George-st., 
Croydon: “Siggs & Chapman, Lia Tithe Barn 
Works, Purley-way, Croydon, Surrey. 
Devon.—County Primary school at Willand, 
for C.C. H. V. de Courcy tie County a 
Haven-rd. 


Exeter: *Devon Contractors, 
Exeter, £18,416 (contract in han 

Dudley. Foundations, pac 2 etc., for 
large additional nt at gasworks, for B.C. 
L. G. Mouchel & Partners, _ groans & sy 
36-38, Vickaeen sts 8.W.1: *Thomas Vale & Sons, 
Lid., Lo Stourport, Staffs. 
Dudley. mtpurther extensions to 
college, for T.C.: *A. J. Crump & Sons, Ltd., 
Aston-rd., Dudley, £8,050 (estimated cost). 
East Ham.—Reconstruction of houses at 9%6- 
106, Crofton-rd. 8. John Field (F.), architect, 
5, Re ~ a; rd., E.2: *A. Jenner, 321, Nigel- 

liford, Essex. 


“aa Middx.).—Extension of offices and 


training 


stores at a hab Pigs eee & pg 
(London), Ltd. Piggott. architect, 
Spencer-rd., Wealdstone, Aaa *William ‘ol 


Ltd., Pinner- rd., North H 
Jarrow.—50 houses for T.C. CH. W. T. Perkins, 
B.E.: *Direct Labour. 
L.C.C.—Construction of kitchen for school 
meals service on roof at Poole’s Park school :— 
Patman & Fotheringham, Lid., 


Islington 13,962 
Mullen & Lumsden, ‘Lid., “Holborn 13,731 
Albert Monk, Bémontee on ... . 13,150 
€.A.8. (Contractors), , Brom pton .. 12,466 
W. S. Barton & Co., Bloomsbury 11,600 
W. Z- Marston & Son om Fulham ... 11,414 

Wallis & Sons, Ltd.. “Westminster 11,280 


i ice & Sons, Ltd., Westminster os 10,979 


Unera Construction Co., ci Wes 
minster .. 10,881 
The Bunting Construction Co., Lid., 
Brixton ... 


*Thomas Tierney ‘& Co., Ltd., ’ Millwall «. 280 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £10.0 
L.c.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in een 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended Februa 
- Erection of remaining 10 dwellings on bloc 
1 at Alvey Estate, Southwark, J. Jarvis & Sons, 
Ltd., Buckingham Pal dns., 8.W.1. Ezec- 
tion of superstructure of locks 16 and 17 of 
dwellings at kingham Estate, Southwark, 
J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Mount-st., W.1 
rection of three blocks of dwellings, etc., at 
Marshalees Estate, ri ehagen Prestige & Co., 


Ltd., Grosvenor- rd., 1 

pairs to children’s home and 
nurses’ home at Udall-st., 8. Wi, for West- 
minster Hospital. Lom ae ‘Holden & & Pearson, 
architects, niversit W.C.1: 
*Holloway Bros. omens tid” Dnidge Whart, 

Millbank, 8.W.1 
Lonian—Raiaiithen of premises at Dering 
Yard, 67, New Bond-st., W.1, for Bare Society 


of Medicine. J. J. Joass (F.) . James’s- 
pl, S.W.1, E.R. Babbs & a Pasinere, 40, St. 
James s-pl., S.W.1: *Trollope & Colls, Ltd., 41, 
Great Queen-st., Kingsway, W.C.2. 


London.—Reconstruction of Globe how ag 
Shaftesbury-av., W.C.2 P. J. Westwood 
Sons, architects, Z eddall a Co. -bldgs., Grays a, 
W.C.1: *Hall, Lid., itfield 
Wharf, Watnlasaae 

{London (Air Mini 
of £500 or over for week ended February 7 :— 
Heating and hot water supply work: Edward 
Deane & Beal, Lid., peseee a" E.C.4; David 
Thomson & Sons (London), “London, W.C.2. 
General building work: 5. Shanks, _—_ 





mills, Co. Antrim. Blocivicel wi wo 
The Berkeley Electrical Poaincering Ltd., 
Vincent-sq., London, 8.W.1 H. , Wheeler & 
Co., Lid., Vietoria-st., RW BR. J. Kemp & 
€o., Ltd., Coalville, Leics. ; ; B. French, Ltd., 
Kidderminster; B. yne & Co., hen 7 . 
Lo mdon, 8.E.6; Lowestoft Biscirinal “9 
ambridge 5 Electrical Installations, ‘. in 
Senta . London, $.W.1; tive Electrical Co.. 
uta. Naber st. ‘London, W.1; Duncan Watson 
Vondon, W.1; I Fe Webb, Lek, Southam: 
J. Plucknett, eg on" ” : 
‘i ‘Londen .—Contracts placed by 


(M 
for pa enn ed February 5:— 
London: Chapel End Secondary School, Wal- 
lamstow, kitchen and ckholt Works, and scullery, 


J.& J. Dea 
rd., Leyton, E10 Bre wesieces Wor se 


and Salen. site works and Seco 
irmacadam & Asphalte 
Boats sow: C2” Beds: Mauiden' Wood. ss 
Bedford. Airey house for Forestry Commis: 
W.. 3. Bushb: 30, High-st.. Kempston, 
edford. Sok: Cranbourne School, Winks ; 


*Makerfield ; 


).—Contracts to value ' 


THE BUILDER 


poo map 
oom, WW. LA pe ag ge ae 
and Coates Cr. b~ — 


classrooms and Pose. Ba eo Bettles 
Building td., Millfield, Peter- 
borough; St. “andrew’s RC. School, Cambridge, 
additional itchen and dining-room 
and demolition of shelters, eeuse & Sane, Lid., 
56, Regent-st., Cambridge; oxton Village, 
houses for Forestry Commission, F, W. Cock: 
sedge, Tuddenham, Bur Edm Suffolk. 
Devonshire: B.T.TA. M , Ply- 
mouth, adaptations and tag Gri 
Son itd., 12, Grimstone-ter., Hound 

oe Patrick’s B.C. 


Muiley, Plymouth. 

School, “Sunderland, additional classrooms, 
Randle Cedric Joinery Works, San- 
derland ; Neleed, School, Sunderland, | addi 
tional classrooms, Randle & Co., 

Joinery Works, Sunderland; Workmen’s Hall 
Site, Calver-st., Sunder. addition. 


& 
Works, Sunderland, 
Lord-ave., Liford, kitchen and dining-room, J.M. 





(Contractors), Ltd., 127-131, Terminus House, 52, 


Grosvenor-gdns., §'W.1; 8t. Margaret's Hospital, 
Epping, eeceit “ot ongee blocks and 
maternity accommodation, J, iffen & Sons, 
Ltd., Granville Works, isbing. : 
M/Labour, Velmore ersford 
sr Seaamptg: Hal cama a, Grebard 
ub oly Cross Volun ry 
bey mbe, Bournemouth, kitehen and 
dining-room, a? G. Furneaux, Ltd. 251, Barrack- 
rd., Christchurch; Langstone School, Stride-ave., 
Portsmouth, Kitchen ~~ dining-room, 


Copnor, 
Frank J. Privett, , ae on on ae 


Portsmouth. Kent 
brooke, installation of boiler header 

Haden & Ltd., 19-21, Woburn-pl., W.C.L 
Lanes: Little Woolton-st. School, Liverpool, 
kitchen and dinin Prom Norwest Construction 
ea eg 
rinces Par ve cen i or- 
Mherland, Liverpool ; 
St. Mary’s-rd. 


west Construction, 

oo niga Construction, Lid., L 
North Chadderton sg 

pete kitchen and dining-room 

Foxdenton-la., Chadder 


County Primar 
991 dining-room, Britain & Son, Lid., Francie-ave., 


Chadwick, Beccles; ” Sidsbury Central County 
Secondary — kitchen and gy ee 
Britain & Son, Ltd., Frencisave. Chadwick 
Eccles; Beaver-rd. School, — it ae kitchen 
and dining-room, Britain & 

ave., Chadwick, Eccles; ainatdona Boys’ Myheol. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, kitchen and Ce gm 
Batleys (Builders), via’ a oo ogy Wharf. Moss. 
ley, nr. Manchester; h-st. School, Wigan. 
central kitchen, Kearsley 
Spring Bank, 
School, Darwen, kitchen and dinin 
removal ag Po shelters, Drapers, Lid., 
Bury-rd., Church Central 
sale and and Selous: Draper 
ton; St 


Gee, Ltd., Ashton-in- 
Second: ary Modern 
-room and 

‘onge Fold, 

, Bury, 

8, Lid., Tonge 


Ltd., Sovereign-rd. Saw Mills, 
; , Wesleyan School, Clerk-st., Bury, 
alterations and adaptations, Thompson & Brier- 
ley, iad, Union new, Mills, Bury. 

Middiz.: N.P.L., Teddington, clearance of 


a iasatiintaadl 
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water drains, Willment 
Midlothian : 


ee en ee 


coke aldhans i “ey 
houses, O. Staines & Son, Alexandra Commission 
Fincham, King’s og Thursford Berne: 
lie wellyw a. 18, of sion. 
Norwich, Norfolk; Lynford : 
For out & 


goreney Commission W. 
Son, Lid., Watton, Bs N t 
ig Fox, nr. house for 
. Bushby, _ @, 


Forestry Comedie W. 
Huntercombe Pace,’ Numiela 3 pl 
punts N 

‘or Prison Commission, ts (Contractors), 
ia. 142-4, Cromwell-rd., uth P mn ome 
8.W.7, aoa lalate Condover C 7) ool, sree: 
iid, 2 
Ng oe a 
erection F. & BE. Y. 


fone Lid., 


7 Whitton-rd., 


erent 


ioe i 


ior. Rush Tompkins, 270, 
sBirmiagham gham ; pa 
co yg mewn os Bog buildin: 


ate bea A. eae & Kons, Came — 


—_ Meme red , semporar 3 
Quibell & 8 & Son f pr zt . ng. 
Vincent's B.C. Ti bool White Crof 


Highest, Mosbo rosboratgn, 7%. eed; 6 Sone 34, 
sed demelitien 


tempor: i 
of shelters, ackre ret & Abdott, 
ear. Willou aghby Heer Aterclitfe oun 


Sheffi 
ings, ag Maltho ae Lid., eautte "Picld Works, 
Derbyshire, Sheffield. 
).—Works - racts 


Glendon (War Dept. 
laced by War Dept. for week ended January 
Yorks: Miscellaneous work, R. Cleminshaw, 
16s, ek. Lanes, Danang week. ai a 
‘0s’ e. Ber 
work, Danks of Netherion, Lid., D 
Reconditioning of Baker Per 


omy 
Peterborough. Roadwork my s 
facing, vol Western Wiiided ay t Co., 
tol. Kent; Building work, t 
te. London, 8.8. 


Bros. £.18: 
work, H. H. & F. Roll, —_ 


Epsom. 
Manchester.—Factory east ley-la. and 
Harling-rd., W inenmawe, ae Jobn hy & Ce. 
Wearlee), "Lh Waterloo-rd. 
rocklehurst & &, (F.), architects, 1 
st., Brown-st.: Cassel Sons, "Lids 


Teneriffe-st., cal P aae . Salford 
Manchester.—Alterations and ieee 3 to 
factory at Woodward-pl. and New Islington, 
Ancoats, for Associated Technical Manufac- 

turers, Ltd. Halliday & Agate ate (FF) 14, John 
Dalton-st., Albert-sq. : Macdonald, 
td., 607, Stretford-rd., Tratfocd Bar, Man- 


‘chester 16. 

Middlesbrough.—12 houses at ry ae 
Architects: Garbutt, Archibald & Atco = 
Albert-rd. Middlesbrough : 

Sons, Acklam, Middiesbrough. 
Tyne,—Alterations and recon- 
ditioning of ag oy at junction of Col rd. 
and Haymarket, for Council of King’s 1: 
*J. ug utherford & Sons, Jesmond, New le- 
on- 


Newcastie-on-Tyne.—38 houses at Benwell and 
64 at East tag for Cty Council. G@. Ken- 
yon, Cit, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: 
*Dizect eae 

N —120 houses for City Council. G. 
Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth Market: *Direct 
—e 


Cen. —Extension of factory and 

stores at 8 7. es Se for oak he Co., 
- sbury-s ew 

Graham & age Midland Bank-chbte., 


ie aad David J. Cook, 8, Castile-st., Cae 


*Oldham €.C.—Work in various trades for 

on of Grammar School at Coun 

, Hitching, Schools Architect, 

cation Offices, Union-st. West. Excavator, 

— concretor, brickla 5 ag tr ay Pos: 334 

ter and joiner: idyar whe ae 

Mile’ phos under- 

: *John Airey, plumber, 
Oldham ; asterer: *° 

50, Harmony-+t.. Idham; painter and 
‘A. Lord and Sons, 226, Edenfield-rd.. 


Ra way Saw 


ry 
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Ormskirk.—32 houses at County-rd. site, for 
U.D.c.: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., Station- 
, Ainsdale, Lancs., £35,626. 
and Thrapston.— Eight houses at War- 
oe es and four at Polebrook, for R.D.C.: 
. J. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Stanwick. 














UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


9,500 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
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BUILDERS 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And ever 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 





‘Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: “EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Penistone.—100 “ Airey ’’ houses at The Green 
site, for U.D.C. N. pe a ii). Milns- 
bridge, Huddersfield : ves Charlesworth, 
Ltd., 27, Wilkinson-st., Sheffield, Ee 763. 

Plymouth — 20 Cornish houses, for B.C. 
E, Catchpole (F.), architect, Weston House, 
Seymour-rd., Plymouth : *John Williams & Co. 
(Cornwall), Ltd, South-st., St. Austell, £211,650. 

PI Alterations and additions at 
Prince of Wales Hospital, Greenbank-rd., oe 
Board of Management. Easton & Robert 
iFF.), peckaren: 54. Bedford-sq., W.C.1: *Wake- 


ham Bros., -L , Friary Yard, Knighton-rd., 
Plymouth. 
Richmond (Yorks).—15 houses at Gilling- 


estate, for T.C.: *F. Shepherd & Son, ae 

Blue Bridge-la., York. 

Salford.—Extensions to works at Caroline-st., 
Broughton, for Erskine, Heap & Co., Ltd. 
H. 8. Fairhurst & Son (FF.), hancery-chbrs., 
55 Brown-st., Manchester 2: “William Thorpe & 
Son, Ltd., Chester-rd., Cornbrook, Manchester 
16. 


Southport.—Erection of three classrooms at 
Birkdale Modern Secondary school, for C.B. 
L. Barnish (F.), 58, Rodney-st., Liverpool, 
: *H. Higginson, 43, Carr-la., South- 


port, £4,576. 

P‘South Brigham & 
Cowan, Ltd., ship-repairers. Howard Hill, 
architect, 10, Winchester-st., South Shields: 
*Gustavus Bailey, Ltd., King- st., South Shields. 

South Shields.—Four experimental houses, for 
T.C.: *G. Bailey, Ltd., King-st., South Shields 
two) ; *Henderson Bros., Smith- st., Tyne Dock, 

ath Shields (two). 

Stockport.—52 houses 3 Houldsworth estate, 
Reddish, for T.C. Wm. F. Gardner, M.Inst.C.£., 
B.8.: TW. Farley & Sons, om 129, Longford- 
rd., West Reddish, Stockport. 

Sesko-an-Trent.—Additions at The Elms, 
Skelton, for City Council: *Shentons, Ltd., 
Sneyd Green, Stoke-on-Trent, £7,740. 

Stourbridge.—50 houses at Norton estate 
(part 1B), for T.C. G. N. Maynard, 
: EE. 8.: *George Wright & Co., 
Ltd., Queen’s-sq., Wolverhampton, £43,069 (re- 
vised tender). 

Surrey.—Keinstatement of second section of 
= od Brookwood Hospital, for C.C. Plans by 

A. Quantity Surveyors: Thornton- 

Kikin & Partners: *Henry T. Hill & Son, Ltd., 

— ———— é — = — 

ening BR ouses, for T.C. ; 

O’Herlihy, B.E., 19, Howard-st., North Shields: 

*M. J. Liddeil’& Sons, Hunters-rd., Gosforth 
ee from another builder). 

— Extension of factory at 

Herbert rd., Markhouse- la., for Norton p- 

cutt, Ltd. A. W. Yelland, architect, Station 


Shields.—Canteen for 
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STEEL-CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 Y YEARS 


JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Rew. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 
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Approach, Hoe-st., Walthamstow, E.17: *E. ¢ 
me Rags Markhouse-a ~av., E.17. 
gr Pt houses for UW. DC. £ 
Roberts aa: fton (Monkseaton), Ltd., Front. 
st., Monkseaton Ua: *Johnson & Son, Cha 
la., Whitley Bay y @s Keeag mngt Building 
Lid., Park View, Whitley Bay ( 
igan.—Extensions to ‘heed baths at 
Vittuna Colliery, Standish, for Miners’ Welfare 
commen. Ashley House, Ashstead, Surrey. 
— | (F.), architect, 5, Old Queen-st,, 
London, 8. : *J. Johnson & Sons, Caroline. 
Wigan, £16,990 
*  ethaster 115 ‘aluminium bungalows at 
gh Worthy estate, for R.D.C.: *Hawksley, 


Worcestershire.—Alterations and improve. 
ments at Art and Technical school, Lickey-end 
school and Stourbridge-rd. Infants’ school, 
eee ar gr for CC. L. C. Lomas (Ff), 
60, The Tything, Worcester: *W. R. 
pr 14, Broad-st., Bromsgrove. 

Worki ington, —Reinforced concrete reservoir at 
Winscales, for T.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd, 
Carlisle. : 

York.—50 traditional houses at Muncaster 
ee for City Council: TF. Bilton, Ltd., Hull, 











tHe ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 








Point Pleasant, Wandswerth, $.W.18 
Patent 


Boyle’s ~*~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5858 




















W. & M. NEGUS LTD. 
Station Works, 


King James St., S.E.1 
Waterloe 5474 : 
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